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Theatre, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


LECTURE 10. 


Trritative Inflammation. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I am about to call. your attention 
this evening to a species of inflamma- 
;tion, which I describe as the irrita- 
‘tive; but I do not know whether I 
am right or not im making the dis- 
{tinction, you must judge of it for your- 
‘selves; it is what the surgeons have 

It is necessary, then, to trace the 
Aistory of erysipelas, to know whe- 
ther the distinction be properly mark- 
ed, and whether it can be properly 
su 


a is Fn wom which is 
remarkably di ed to produce mor- 
tification ; it is an inflammation which 
is red. and painful, fi ly ocea- 
siohing the death of the part which it 
attacks. I say, also, that it is pro- 
gressive in many instances ; it comes 
on-in. fits, and produces a great deal | 
of sloughing ; it subsides a little, after 
an interval it comes on again, and 
the part Y gener oe Now I say that) 
this should not be called erysipelas, | 
Which is a disease that is much dif- 
fused, :and: it has no definite margin: 
it may preduce sloughing, yet it is 
Tare to find sloughing in that inflam- 


tion, when I sball speak presently on 
that subject. Inflammation shail come 
on, a.patch of mortification occurs 
near the ancle, the part sloughs ; the 
inflammation retarns again, and ano- 
ther part sloughs, and this extends up 
the limb. It is an inflammation vary- 
ing in its nature, but very painful, 
which is extremely prone to termi- 
nate in mortification ; and I believeit 
may, and onght to be contradistin- 
guished from erysipelas. 

‘There are many inflammations of .2 
constitational nature which do~ not 
terminate in mortification., Now I 
question whether what they call ery- 
sipelatous sore throat, ought to be 
called so; it is a painful sore, net 
diffused, not spreading, not travelling 
about like erysipelas. 

The inflammation of which I am 
speaking sometimes atiacks absorb- 
ent glands, as those in. the groin, 
and comes on so violently as to pro- 
duce a of irritative fever; 
the . gland | excessively irri- 
table ; if) you touch it with the F> 
he shrittks away. It is very = als 
his. pulse becomes. very quick, hi 
skin hot, the secretions are checked, 
and he isin that state which I haye 
before described as the irritative 
fever. There is great prostration of 
strength, the patient cannot sleep, 
his bowels are irregular, and so. on. 
Well, you apply a bread and water 
poultice, he lies in bed, you use means 
to tranquillize him, and -he gets bet- 
ter. The parts become indolent ; the 
bebo may su , and there is 
nothing cnenaslibeiaty in that ; he gets 
well, and goes about. It is nonsense 


to say that this irritation is the result 
of suppuration in the glands. 





mation, whieh I should call distinct 


cry sepetas. 
| I say that the same disease) pro- 


duces extensive espe- 
tially in the legs, and I shall have 
to give you a history of this mortitica- 


The more you attend to disease, the 
more you will be convinced, that it is 
the state of the constitution that deter- 
mines the character of local disease ; 
and that local disease may be also 
traced as the cavse of bringing on a 








proportionate constitutional derange- 
ment. A kind of corresponding con- 
stitutionaf @crangemént is produced, 
and I heve_already given you_exam- 
ples of this in the history of phlegmo- 
nous inflammation ; I said, that when 
“the inflammation was phlegmonons, 
there was inflammatory tever ; a bold 
and decided fever, attended with a 
“consciousness of strength; but the 
‘minate the secretion is established, 
this irritation is relieved, and there is 
a cessation of all the fever. When 
the wonnd has been discharging pro- 
perly, when the distension is tahen off 
trom the surrounding parts, when the 
parts are flabby about the wound, 
when the patient has become weak, 
relaxed, and debilitated, ah! there is 
a kind of imflammation produced, 
-which they call erysipelas. I might 
call it irritative inflammation if I 
‘chose. As soon as this state of things 
happens, then there is irritative fever. 
Tvcall the inflammation in the cyst of 
alumbar abscess irvitative inflamma- 
tion. Has any man a right to call this 
as, I woukl ask? - While this 
kind . of irritative inflammation con- 
tinues, there is irritative fever, which 
frequently terminates in hectic. 

I say that the character of the in- 
flammation very much depends on the 
state of the constitutiov, and we have 
accordingly either a decided develop- 
ment of’heat, and a quickness of the 
‘pulse, if the inflammation be active ; 
.if it be of the nature of phlegmon, 
we have a sneaking, disguised sort of 
fever; if the inflammation be of a low 
and weak kind, are not the sanguife- 
rous and secerning systems disturbed ? 

“How can these be so, but through the 
Mervous energy. The local irritation 
produces, by this means, a general 
‘disturbance of the whole frame; the 
‘sangtiferous, secerning, and nervous 
“systems are all disturbed, and nothing 
is going on right ; the tongue is fur- 
ved, the liver does not secrete, the 
‘bowels are constipated, and the skin 
ais hot. ‘Phey will call all this uproar 


Now all these things have I seen, 
and I say that this sort of inflam- 
mation may be tranquillized, or it 
may be roused to suppuration. It 
does not necessarily terminate in mor- 
tifieation, although, when excessive, 
it is very tiatile to-do so. I know the 

Qo 
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foible of my own mind ; you may call 
it what you please —fancy, theory, 
speculation, or any thing you like; 
bat what ie it?’ y,-At is an honest 
endeavour to try to find out the na- 
ture of things by continued observa- 
tion, and so on.” Call it, I say, what 
you please ; imagination, fancy, or spe- 
culation; it may have led me to think 
as I do, and what I think T say ; that 
there is not only some sort of disturb- 
ance locally, but I say that there is a 
distarbance also generally. It is that 
sort of inflammation which Mr. Hun- 
TER described as violent inflammation, 
with little power, and it is what I 
shall ‘call irritative ivflammation. I 
can say no more about it, and-I shall, 
in the next place, go on to speak of 
Erysipelas, 

Yon will see how far the distinction 
which I have made can be supported. 
Now, as to this said erysipelas, we can 
only describe it where we see it on the 
surface of the body. The skinis red, 
as red as can be; you touch it with 
your tinger, and it is pale in a minate; 
it seems to ‘be an inflammation of the 
-minute vessels onty, the larger arteries« 
not partaking of the inflammation ; 
and there seems to be no impediment 
to the transmission of the blood from 
the arteries to the veins, for there is 
-none of that resistance which you 
meet with in phlegmon. There is in- 
creased secretion too going on, totally 
unlike what happens in plidegmon. 
You know the subjacent parts are 
cedematous ; there is no defined mar- 
gin, no circumscription of the disease, 
uo adhesions to check its progress, 
and it is disposed to spread; egad, it 
isa travelling disease, and, as I say, 
the parts are disposed to swell. 

I remember a man who was attacked 
by this sort of inflammation in his icf 
it travelled up that leg, up that si 
of his body, crossed over his chest, 
and went down the other side even to 
his toes, and then, you know, it could 
go no farther. One part was attack- 
ed by the inflammation, as it cea 
in the adjacent part. I think, then, 
that it deserves to be called a tra- 
velling disease ; it may be said to do 
this by continuity of surface ; but it 
seems sometimes to jump about from 
one part to another, and this is what 





they have called a metastasis, ot ® 
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translation of the disease. Erysipe- 
las sometimes comes on without any 
local excitement, as if it were from 
constitutional causes ; this I shall call 
medical erysipelas, At other times it 
comes on from local excitement; 
something teases and provokes the 

to inflammation, and this I call 
surgical erysipelas. 

Now, as to the Medical Erysipelas, I 
will tell you what the Doctors say about 
that, they say you had better not med- 
dle with it-at all; you may powder it 
alittle if you please, but do not at- 
tempt to repel it ; for if you do, you will 
have it affect some other part, perhaps 
some affection of a vital organ may 
take place. Now this is true enough, 
for if you try to drive it away, if you 


pat on your cold washes, or play any of 


your surgical tricks, why you have a 
metastasis, as they call it, and the 
man dies. 

You cannot suppose that there is 
an erysipelatous inflammation to be 
found in the brain. Oh! no, there 
sno such thing, bat you may say 
that there is the mort de la téte, 
the mort des pneumons, or the mort 
tu coeur, if you please. This repnl- 
sion produces sometimes suffocation, 
and then is there any difficnlty in 
aceounting for it? why, I should think 
net; the man dies, in that case, for 
want of breath. 

The occurrence of erysipelas shows 
something very wrong about a man’s 
health ; let something be applied to 
provoke a part a little, It there be 
an increased action produced, and 
ina healthy man you will have a 
phlegmon ; you will have none of this 
sneaking inflammation, which I am 
wow telling you about. The general 
health was distnrbed before, the func- 
tions of the digestive organs were dis- 
ordered; the person has nausea, and 
loss of appetite, and the actions of the 
different parts are not healthy ;—and 
that settles it. [t is produced by the 
state of the general health, and it acts 
upon the general health. I should 
put a little bread and water poultice 
on the part, and try to soothe the dis- 
turbance which has been produced. 

_ But, as to Surgical Erysipelas, this 
is what we have miost to do with, 
and here there are many things to be 
done; but the principal one is to do 
away with the causes, on the part of the 





constitution, which have produced this 
peculiarity of local ivflammation. But 
oh! what are they? FE should be glad 
to ask, who can tell? But if I do set 
know exactly the state of ea 
which produces this peculiar i - 
mation, I know the state that the con- 
stitution is in, and on what that state 
principally depends. (I am. never 
afraid to, speak what is in my mind, 
and I think I am right; bat if I am 
wrong [I shall be very happy to have 
my errors pointed out and corrected.) 
I'll be hanged if erysipelasisnot always 
the result of a disordered state of the 
digestive organs. I never sce it come 
on if the digestive organs be right, 
and it goes away as soon as they are 
put right. Now what-is the medical 
practice? They powder the part # 
little, and they give bark, and soon. 

Bat what else has been done? It is 
not I alone who am so mad as you 
may think me, in saying that erysi- 
pelas depends upon the canses I have 
mentioned ; there are others who 
think mnch the same, there is Rica~- 
TER, the German surgeon : they do not 
say that he ix crazy too, I shouki 
think. He says that it arises from a 
gastric irritation. Dessauut, a French 

surgeon, says, that it is the result of a! 
bilious cause, and he has recommend- 

ed tartar emetic. Ido not know what 
they mean by the gastric irritation) 
and the bilious affection, but I know 
that there isa peculiarity of the genera¥ 
health on which the disease very much’ 
depends, and that it is wrong te repel! 
it. For whenever a disease comes ow 
locally,‘without immediate injury, itis, 
as it were, a fixation of the eonsti- 
tntional disease ; it is a focns in which 
the diseased action is to be. concen- 
trated; and, if it be seated in an un- 
important part, in the name of God, 
let it go on there. When-you come to 
consider the essential nature of local 
disease, you will find that it is essen- 
tially modified b changes in the 
general health. Well; this erysipelas 
often occurs in persons who have gout 
and rheumatism, but would you repel 
it in them? I recollect a fine, healthy, 
good, honest fellow, who had an attack 
of erysipelas in his hand, (indeed he 
was a servant of mine,) and not liking 
this inflammation about his hand, he 
plunged it into cold water; he was 
soon after seized with insensibility, he 


3 . 





324 


fell down in a state of torpor, and 
soon afterwards died. Many brains 
and lungs have I examined after per- 
sons have died of this metastasis, but 
were there any traces of inflamma- 
tion in these 3 of an erysipelatous 
kind? Oh! no, it could not be ex- 
pected. Well, I say it is the result of 
some previous irritation in the diges- 
tive organs; but what it is, or how to 
put it to rights, Ido not know. Oh! 
if I could but put all the disorders of 
the digesiive organs to rights I should 
discover a better thing than the phi- 
losopher’s stone. (A laugh.) 

When the animal and vegetable mat- 
ter does not digest which gets into a 
man’s stomach, they produce there 
great irritation, and the secretions of 
the intestinal canal, and of the liver, 
become disordered, The only way to 

t rid of this irritation, is to clear out 
all this stuff, I know of nothing better 
than to excite the action of the liver 
gently, and not tease and irritate the 
stomach and bowels; you want to get 
rid of an irritation, and not create one 
by teasing and worrying a man’s guts 
out. Ifthe man have a dryness of the 
skin, you may give him a little aunti- 
mony; but it is horribly absurd to be 
cramming a man with physic. I say 
it is horribly absurd, and I have no 

atience to hear and see what I do, as 
if medicine could cure a disease. Now 
what are medicines? They are the 
means which we employ to correct 
faulty actions in the various functions 
of the body: 

Going, one day, round the hospital, 
I saw a patient who had an ulcerated 
leg, as if it had been of ten years’ 
standing. What do you call this? I 
asked. Oh! said the dresser, it isa 
case of erysipelas, and he only came 
in last week. Good God, said I, is it 

ssible ? True, I assure you, sir, the 

eg has sloughed, and that has made it 
in the state in which you see it. I was 
induced to ask the patient what his 
previous health had been, and when 
the complaint first appeared. He said 
that it came about a fortnight before, 
first in his throat, and he could not 
swallow ; then the pain went into his 
loins, and he could not walk ; his ap- 
petite became bad, and his bowels 
wrong, . And then, sir, 
said he, it fell into my legs. Here is 
@ very — ell, I said, you 
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must take ‘care not to offend the 
stomach, keep the bowe!s regular, and 
apply something soothing to the part. 
Oh! Lord, what an excellent thing 
that is, not to offend the stomach, but 
if this be attended to, and the parts 
kept tranquil, the Sevag will gene- 
rally come round, if there be no inve- 
terate disease. 

To return to erysipelas ; it is said to 
terminate in mortification ; but, upon 
my life, it is a very rare occurrence, 
as I think. It is a question, whether 
the inflammation of which I was first 





speaking, and which terminates so 
readily in mortification, onght not to 
| have a different name, end this is the 
point with which I set ont. Erysipe- 
las may go away again: Does it ever 
suppurate? I should like to know that. 
All I can tell you is, that the inflam- 
mation which takes place under the 
erysipelatous part is very often follow- 
ed by suppuration, but whether erysi- 
pelas itself does suppurate or not I 
cannot tell. 

Here I have been in the habit ef se- 
lecting a case which is intended to 
show the principal circumstances of 
the disease as I have described it. It 
was the case of a gentleman who was 
a pupil here ; and a finer, handsomer, 
fellow I never saw in my life, the 
present company always excepted. (A 
good laugh.) He went into the army, 
and afterwards was with Sir John 
Moore at Corunna ; there he shared 
in the misfortunes of his countrymen, 
and before his health was perfectly 
restored, he wasordered to Walcheren. 
Attacked there by the fever which was 
so destructive, and which was follow- 
ed, even in those who recovered, by 
great disorder of the digestive organs. 
In many cases which I had the oppor- 
tunity of examining, abscesses in the 
liver and spleen were found, and io 
others, disease in the digestive organs 
quite enough to kill them. He reco- 
vered however from the effects of the 
fever and went into the country. 
About a year and half or two years 
after, he came to London on some re- 
gimental business, and stopped at 4 
coffee house in St. James’s-street. 
He was laid up there by a low attack 
of fever, and erysipelas came on in 
his side; he was attended by some 
army medical men, who checked the 
inflammation by some means, and the 








DECEMBER 11, 1824. 


fever was very. much increased ; the 
erysipelas returned, and the fever in 
a great measure lefthim. His tongue 
became very mach swollen, and his 
head very painful ; he could not speak 
to the persons about him, but he made 
asign, as well as he could, for them 
to give him pen, ink, and paper, and 
he wrote onit to request them to send 
for Mr. ABeRNeTHy, at such a place. 
I immediately went, and found him 
with his tongue in the state which I 
before described ; he could not arti- 
culate ; his skin hot and dry, and his 
pulse quick. I saw that there was 
something terribly wrong about his 
stomach and bowels. I asked if his 
bowels had been relieved ; yes, sir, 
was the reply, they have been properly 
attended to. ‘This was not satisfactory 
to me, and I thought I might obtain 
the information I wanted from the 
nurse; I asked her how they appear- 
ed. Oh! very proper, very -proper, 
sir. The gentleman heard what I 
asked, and made signs for paper, and 
wrote, “quite black and horribly offen- 
sive.” I thought that by this time I 
had seen quite enough of my conf- 
pany to see that they were firm and 
yesolute fellows; but I did not like to 
contend with armed medical men, so I 
said I would request a physician of the 
hospital to see him, but as it was pro- 
bable that the physician could not 
come before the morning, I would ad- 
vise him to take half a grain of calo- 
mel and five grains of jalap every four 
hours, mixed in a little treacle; this 
was to be put on a spatula, wiped upon 
the tongue, and then sucked down. 
I recommended this to be done every 
four hours, until the bowels were freely 
discharged, and Jeft him, saying that 
I wonld send a physician early in the 
morning. 

These are very good medicines, this 
calomel and jalap, and this is also a 
very good way of getting them down ; 
especially in tefanus and with mad 
folks; you may push a gag between 
their teeth, aud then pnt the physic 
upon their tongae with a spatula ; 
shut their mouths, and, egad! it must 
go down. It does not seein to prodace 
watery stools like salts. Well, but to 
return to the history of the case; I 
called the next morning on our pa- 
tient, and was very glad to hear him 
say, when I came into the room, good 





morning to you, Mr. Abernethy, I am 
ve lad to see you, I am much 
obliged for your advice, and so on. 
Ho! he had his jawing tacks on board, 
as a sailor would say ; how was this 
brought about? He proceeded to tell 
me, that during the night he bad se- 
veral very copious alvine discharges, 
very black and offensive ; that the irri- 
tation had subsided, and that before 
morning he was able to use his tongne. 
About ten days afer, the physician 
calicd on me, aud said, I wish you 
would see our friend ; there is a large 
collection of matter under the integu- 
ments on his side. I saw him, punc- 
tured the abscess ; let out about three 
pints of matter, and he got well very 
ey. 

now go on to speak of other in- 
flammations, and next of the common 
boil, or faruucle ; but there is also the 
carbuncle or authrax, I have put 
these diseases under the same head, 
because the inflammation attendiog 
them appears to be very much alike. 
The inflammation in all is attended 
with a sense of heat and burning ; 
the inflammation in all has a tendency 
to produce sloughing in the surround- 
ing cellular substance. They seem to 
resemble each other so much in their 
circumstances, that I think we may 
consider them as varieties of the same 
disease. 


The Farunculus, or Boil. 


Shall I give you the history of a 
boil? Well, I will do so, and then have 
done with it; although I have no 
donbt but that many of you know it 
already. A person has a little heat 
and itching in his cueek. he scratches 
it a bit, and instead of iis going away 
it continues to swell. It swells till it 
becomes the size of a walnut. There 
is next a thickening of the skin; by 
degrees it ulcerates in one or more 
points ; if in one place, it enlarges; but 
if in more than one place, ‘they run 
together, and a gap is made in the 
skin, and out comes a sloughy sub- 
stance mixed with pus ; the part gets 
well directly ; it is astonishing to see 
how rapidly the place fills up. It 
seems as if the inflammation in the 
disease was rather uliar, as it 
causes the death of the cellular sub- 
stance beneath the skin of the inflam- 
ed part, whilst the skio, from having 
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more vitality, dées not sloogh. This 
detached celfular substance with mat- 
ter in its intérstices forms the core as 
it is called; and the inflammation 
would subside if not kept up by this 
irtitation, which mast be discharged 
by ulceration. It is a disease to which 
ydung persons are much more subject 
than adults. I have seen very few in 
old persons, rarely beyond the middle 
period of life. They appear also more 
fréquentiy upon the front of the body 
than on the back part, and on the trunk 
more frequently than on the extremi- 
ties. They occur in parts which are 
nearest to the centre of the circulation, 
and are often produced by riding. I 
have known young men who have join- 
ed volunteer regiments, and from not 


being accustomed to ride, they have, | P 


after a hard day’s duty, had boils upon 
their buttocks as big as tea-cups. (A 
laugh.) I shall not be able to describe 
tlie others which I have mentioned, 
and shall therefore leave them until 
tlie next evening. 





LECTURES 


ON THE 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 
OF PHYSIC, 


BY DR. ARMSTRONG. 
Theatre of Anatomy, Webb Street. 


LECTURE 9. 


In the two last Lectures I enn- 
merated the symptoms and described 
the morbid appearances of inflamma- 
tion of the brain and its membranes, 
as it occurs in adults and in children. 
Having proceeded so far, it will now 
be necessary te explain the various 
causes or patholugical conditions of 
that affection called water in the brain, 
or technically, hydrocephalus inter- 
nus. 


Hydrocephalus Internus. 

It has been said by many writers 
that Hydrocephalus Internus is a dis- 
ease sui generis pet if my observa- 
tions be correct, that opinion is erro- 
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neous. Hydrocéphalus Internas is a 
symptom, or rather effect of some pre- 
vious affection, and may almost inva- 
riably be traced to one of the three 
following :-— 
1. Venous Congestion. 
In this condition of the brain, the 


patient has an universally cold skiv, 


a feeble pulse, a weak respiration, 
great prostration of muaseular power, 
and; iv the worst forms, he is insensi- 
bie also. Hf you examine the brain 
after death, no trace of inflammation 
can be found, but the venous appara- 
tus there is more or less congested, 
and an effusion of the fluid exists in 
the ventricles of the brain. Many weak 
convalescents, some infants, and old 
eople, die in this way, through the 
influence of depressants productive of 
congestion and effusion. I once saw 
the child of a medical friend of mine, 
who died-in this manner. He became 
unnecessarily alarmed at a slight is- 
disposition of the child, and applied 
several leeches to the temples. The 
evacuation of blood sunk the little 
patient into an extreme exhaustion, 
and, while in that condition, the skin 
being cold, and the pulse thready, 
the pupils became dilated, it begun to 
squint, and, after its death, which 
shortly took place, a copious effusion 
of serum was found in the ventricles. 
2. It occurs from 


Inflammation of the Brain, 


or membranes, arising either from a 
common or a peculiar cause. When 
arising from a common cause, it is 
only a variety of common inflamina- 
tory fever, the inflammation being 
merely seated in the brain, or its 
membranes. But inflammation of the 
brain, or its membranes, may also 
arise from a peculiar cause, as, for 
instance, in the course of measles, 
small pox, scarlet fever, hooping- 
congh, and typhus, after the fatal 
termination of which, where the brain 
has been effected, this effusion occurs. 


3. Organic Diseases. - 


In old persons, the ventricles are 
often deluged. with a serous fluid, from 
the great obstruction at last offered 


to the circulation by organic tamotrs, 
or the like. Morcacns, who drew 
his inferences siimply from the facts 
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before him, has given a mach more 
correct account of hydrocephalas than 
most modern acthors; for he said, 
that it arises not from one cause, 
bot from various causes, In this way 
it sometimes arises in children from 
tubercles, a specimen of which I 
showed in the last lecture, and some. 
times from bydatids, and even orga- 
nic affections, an instance of which 
I saw not tong since in the child of a 
professional friend. If, therefore, you 
accurately note the rise and progress 
of the symptoms, and examine the 
bodies of those who die of this affec- 
tion, you will find hydrocephalus in- 
ternus to have arisen either from con- 
gestion, inflammation, or an organic 
affection of the brain. In children, 
the bronchial and intestinal lining will 
often be found simultaneously affect- 
ed, and sometimes the liver. In those 
who had been pale, or more or less 
emaciated before the attack of fever, 
the mesenteric, bronchia!, and cervical 
glands are frequently diseased, and in 
such subjects a tubercular state of the 
lungs and other parts is mot uncom- 
mon. But Ido not believe that the 
enlargement of the glands, either in 
the neck or about the bronchia, are 
the cause of effnsion into the ventri- 
cles by the mechanical pressure which 
they might be supposed to make on 
‘the veins ; at least I have seen many 
cases in which these glands have at- 
tained a very large size, withont pro- 
ducing any such effect. Generally 
speaking, inflammation of the brain, 
or its membranes, rns a more rapid 
course in adults than in very young 

i » if we except those cases in 
the latter which occur suddenly and 
severely, and which wind up rapidly 

convulsions. ‘The brains of young 

dren ‘seem capable, for the most 
part, of sustaiming a longer excite- 
ment than those of adults under an 
acute or sub-acute inflammation; and 
this is the reason, perhaps, why we 
very freqnently find, in most cases, 
less effusion in the brain and between 
the membranes in adalt bodies, the 
inflammation having terminated at an 
earlier stage. 


Treatment of Inflammation of 
the Brain. 


The treatment of inflammation of 
the-brain is the next consideration, 





. 


In the present lectrre I shall advert 
to the treatment best suited to adalt 
cases; and in my next, to that best 
suited to infantile ones. “Inflamma- 
tion uf the brain occurring in the adult 
is, when combined with fever, either 
acnte or stb-acate. In acute, the 
fever is higher and the local disturb- 
ance greater; it runs a much more 
rapid course, and is, therefore, more 
dangerous than the sub-acute, inas- 
much as it affords less time for the 
operation of remedies. You will not 
forget, however, an exception to the 
above description, as far as the fever 
is concerned, for one form of acute 
inflammation occurs in the brain itself, 
in which neither the heart nor the 
pulse are remarkably affected, and in 
which the mental and bodily oppres- 
sion are nevertheless so great as to 
be immediately alarming. When acute 
inflammation of the brain or mem- 
branes occurs, the legal maxim,— 


«© Nullum tempus occurrit regi,” 
might be changed thus,— 
** Nullum tempus occurrit medico ;’’ 


for time then is of inestimable value, 
if properly employed. But if, in such 
cases, hour after hour be lost in doubt 
and indecision, the patient assuredly 
is sacrificed. If I wished to inspire stu- 
dents with the highest confidence in 
the remedial; powers of -physic; I 
would take them, at the outset, toa 
series of cases connected with acute 
or sub-acute inflammation, which, 
rightly managed then, would nearly 
always end favourably. If I wished 
to make a man a complete sceptic 
in physic, I would show him cases 
which had been neglected or mal- 
treated in the commencement, for 
most of such, unbappily, would have an 
unfavourable termination. A French- 
man once observed, that the only diffe- 
rence which he knew between the 
English and French physicians was 
this: the English killed their patients 
by their heroic or active treatment, 
whereas the French allowed theirs to 
die by their expectant or inert treat- 
ment. If you trace the practice of 
most physicians, you will find that 
they are rematkably attached to some 
particular practice, which is pushed 
beyond the legitimate boundary. One 
is too partial to bleeding, another to 
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urging, a third to bark, a fourth to 

ue pill, and so on ; but the fact is, 
that if. any man wish to practise with 
general success he must not be attach- 
ed to one plan, but vary his treat- 
ment according to the circumstances 
of each particular case, for even if he 
possess correct general principles, still 
he must carefully take into account 
all the circumstances which modify 
the employment of remedies. His 
success wijl depend on the precision 
with which he detects these modify- 
ing circumstances, and the skill with 
which he adapts his measures to them 
and the existing affection. Gat 
thinks, that decision of character, or 
firmne:s, is connected with a peculiar 
formation of the head, especially, if 
I mistake not, about the crown. But 
I believe, that if a man’s head were 
as taper at the top as a sugar-loaf, like 
the Macrocephali described by Hip- 
pocrates, that he would become de- 
eisive in his practice in acute inflam- 
mations, merely by witnessing the bad 
effects of a contrary method. It is 


the grand peculiarity of the human 
intellect, that it has the power of 
varying its determination as the occa- 


sions may require, and the cultivation 
of this power is of the highest utility 
to the medical practitioner. You will 
remember that I do not place the 
efficacy of the treatment entirely in 
the admivistration of medical means, 
but in the co-operation of medical, 
regimenal, and mental measures ; the 
following of which are those upon 
which most reliance is to be placed in 
the removal of acute and sub-acute 
cerebral inflammation. 


lst. Bloodletting. 


We can do, by bloodletting, in acute 
or sub-acute inflammations, in five 
minutes, what we could not do in five 
days by any other measure; there- 
fore, in all such affections of the brain 
it is the i pies remedy, the first, 
without which nothing effectaal could 

be done. If the inflammation bé acute 
or sub-acute ; if the heat be high on 
the surface and the pulse expanded, 
or hard and contracted, then the ov 
tient is under the most favourable 
cireamstances for ‘bloodletting. No 
precise quantity of blood can be men- 
tioned as necessary to be taken away 
for the removal of any kind of inflam- 
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mation. We have not yet arrived at 
that mathematical accuracy which en- 
ables us to say, that ten, twenty, or 
any other determinate quantity, will 
suffice in inflammation of the brain or 
membranes. You must he guided by 
the effect produced, and not by the 
quantity drawn. Under the circum- 
stances above-named, you must bleed 
the patient to approaching syncope. 
If you bleed a patient to-day, with 
reference not to the effect but to the 
quantity, and bleed him again to the 
same extent to-morrow, yet if you do 
not make an impression on the heart’s 
action, you do no good in cases of in- 
tense inflammation ; nay, you do harm, 
because you weaken the patient, and 
leave the disorder unsubdued, In all 
cases, then, of acute inflammation, 
where the fever is freely developed, 
|observe this rule—bleed the patient 
either till the pain be removed or till 
syncope approach, till, in fact, the 
— become a mere fluttering thread 
eneath the finger. The quantity re- 
quisite for this end is exceedingly 
varied in different patients. Once I 
attended two persons about the same 
time, one who laboured under inflam- 
mation of the lungs, the other under 
inflammation of the brain; in the 
former case, which occurred in a 
man of very extraordinary strength, 
about fifty ounces were necessary, 
whereas in the latter, about a table 
spoonful answered ; the effect in each 
case was the same, namely, approach- 
ing syncope, and the subsequent re- 
moval of the inflammation. If you 
can produce approaching syncope by 
the abstraction of a small quantity ot 
blood, so much the better, and the 
best way of accomplishing this is to 
bleed the patient while in the erec 
position, in which syncope, or faint- 
ness, the soonest approaches. You 
have a very good example of the effect 
produced on the capillary vessels by 
bleeding, in the case of common acute 
inflammation of the eye; if you stop 
short before approaching syncope be 
produced, the conjunctiva remains a3 
red as before the performance of the 
operation ; but if you continue the 
abstraction of blood until the state 
just mentioned be produced, you will 
find that the conjunctiva will be per- 
fectly blanched, the blood having then 
left the capillary vessels of that part. 
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Frequently, one such bleeding as this 
will be diesen the inflam- 
mation, and thus the 
by avoiding repeated v 
Strong men require a larger quantity 
of blood to be drawai than weak ones, 
generally speaking, to produce the 
same effect, and males generally more 
than females. But the rule by which 
you must be guided in all acute and 
sub-acute inflammations, where the 
fever is fully developed, and where a 
vital part is concerned, is that which 
Ihave mentioned before, and be sure 
to act upon it in such cases, for half 
measures are then mostly fatal. But 
whenever you have occasion to bleed 
in this decisive manner, always make 
a point of laying the patient quite flat 
before the fainting shall actually take 
place, and then there will be no dan- 
ger from perfect syncope, if it should 
snpervene. Bear this rule constantly 
in mind where you aie compelled to 
abstract large quantities of biood. If 
the Jecal disturbance should return 
with the fever after the first blood- 
letting, it will be necessary to repeat 
the operation in the samme manner as 
before, particularly if the iuflamma- 
tien be acute ; ior the snb-acate form 


strength is saved 
. | 


m.— 





being much more protracted, there is 
less occasion for promptitude in the 
repetition of venesection than in the 
acute, which requires that much should 


be done in a short period. Ifa de- 
cided impression shall have beeu made 
by one, two, or three bloodlettings, 
as the case may demand, then the 
application of leeches to the temples 
often has an excellent effect in re- 
moving any residue of inflammation. 
But always recollect to combine the 
secondary with the principal means — 
the small arms with the artillery of 
Physic. 

The second means for the removal of 
inflammation of the brain or mem- 
branes, is the usc of purgatives, The 
stomach is very irritable, and the 
bowels sometimes are very torpid, 
and. when this is the case, you may 
be quite suve that you have not carried 
the bleeding sufficiently far, for the 
patient has frequent nansea, retching, 
or vomiting, and the bowels are not 
obedient to aperients. You must re- 
move these conditions by decisive 
blood letting, and not trust to efferve- 
scing draughts to relieve the stomach, 
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nor to purgatives, however administer- 
ed, to relieve the bowels in the first in- 
stance; but remove the remote inflam- 
uration, upon which these symptoms 
mainly depend. . While, however, you 
are attempting this by bloodletting, 
you may often assist in allaying the 
irritability of the stomach, by unload- 
ing the colon, through large injections, 
which should not contain less than a 
pint and a half, or two pints, so as to 
distend the lower gut, and dislodge 
the accumulation of faces, if any re- 
main in the colon. If you put inte 
this injection three or four drops of 
croton oil, it will have a very good 
effect, and [ think that this is gene- 
rally the best mode of exhipiting this 
medicine ; for when given by the 
stomach itis apt to produce not only 
irritation of the mucous membrane of 
that organ, but also of the small 
intestines, an effect less remarkably 
produced on the same stracture of the 
large intestines by this drug. When 
you have aliayed the irritability of the 
stomach, and emptied the colon, then 
you may give purgative medicines. A 
combination of several is better than 
any of them singly exhibited; gene- 
rally give three grains of calomel, with 
the same quantity of ja/ap and rhubarb, 
made into pills; and follow up this 
dose in two or three hours, with castor 
oil, or the following mixtare, which I 
am frequently in the habit of using in 
these cases : 

Infusion of Senna, 3vi. 

Sulphate of Magnesia, 5vi. 

Manna, >})- 

Carbonate of Magnesia, gr. xii. or Dj. 
Three table spoonfuls may be taken 
at first, and two table spoonfuls be 
repeated every two, three, or four 
hours, till the bowels be fally and 
frequently relieved. In all ardent 
fevers it is not an easy thing to get 
the bowels to act, nuless yon edace 
the intensity of the heat by bleeding, 
ablations, a cool apartment and a 
spare diet. For some time past I 
have combined colchicum with purga- 
tives, in the treatment of common in- 
flammation of the brain, and some 
similar affections, with considerable 
success as an auxiliary to bloodletting. 
Usually I have given five or six grains 
of the powdered bulb, two, three, or 
four times, in twenty-four hours ; but 
whenever nausea occurs from its use, be 
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sure té withdrew it immediately, for/a tingling warmth be produced, then 
i effect, it they ought to be removed, and the 


if. persisted im after that 
might prodace dangerous relaxation of feet wrapped in flanne!. 
the whole body, with irritation of the! The fourth mean in treatment, is the 
> Ye . eee eccadnas te ensemieeate 
’ i temperature. The | laws gravitation, in adopting thi 

head is considerably hotter than nata- | practice, you must diminish the flow 
ral, and whenever youcan getit shaved | of blood to the brain through the 
without producing much mentalirrita- | arteries, and materially avsist the 
tion or alarm, you should order it to | return of blood trom the brain by the 
he dene ; but do not generalize indis- | veins. This may be very easily done 
criminately, and direct every person’s | by having an inelined plane screwed 
head to be shaved; but make the | upon the bedstead, the bed laid 
proposition, if the patient be sensible, | upon that, or still more easily, by 
as if the shaving were for the purpose | placing blocks of wood, 6, 8, oF 10 
of ensuring a good crop of hair after- | inches high under.the upper parts of 
wards, or as if it were for the purpose | the bedstead, a footboard being at 
of present comfort, But if the patient | the bottom. 

be agitated at the proposition and| ‘the 5th point in the treatment is 


resist it strongly, deo not press it! the abstraction of all mental and phy- 


firther; but then be content with 
thiwaing the hair. You should, while 
the head is preternaturally hot, apply 





sical excitants, a term by which I 
mean irritants and stimulants. I am 
always very much concerned when 


a single piece of thin liven over the | called to patients having inflamm 

scalp, dipped in cold water. I don’t | of the brain in any of the very noisy 
like the mode of applyiug cold by streets of London; if [ can, with per- 
bladders, filled with water or ice, fect safety, get them removed from 
because the weight is extremely ob- | such situations, I invariably do so as 
jectionable. The use of wether and | early as possible ; bat when I cannot 
spirits of wine in evaporating lotions, get them removed, I place them in the 
I also dislike, because the vapour of quietest room in the house, because 
them is sometimes draw: up: the! noise is a dreadfal thing in the first 
nostrils, and produces a stimulatory |stage of most cases. Let the business 
effect. Be careful that the animal | of the house be done with as little dis- 
heat is not too much accumulated turbance as may be; and if the pa- 
over the whole surface, by loading the | tient be still affected by the noise in 
patient with bed clothes. When the| the street, lay straw down, and put 
animal heat on the surface is increased | cotton in the ears. Do these things, 
very much, it keeps wp the action of | however, only where they are neces- 
the heart, and thus tends to maiutain | sary ; never make an unnecessary fass 
the infammation.. Let the patient he | for the sake of attracting attention ; 
covered by a single sheet, and even) for if a man have merit, it will be dis- 
in winter you will find thit a quilt | covered sooner or later, even if he 
orer that will be quité sufficient, as| should have ever so many enemies; 
jong as the skin shall continne hot | and honest men will always despise 
and dry. Take care also to regulate | every species of trickery, the trade of 
the temperature of the room in which | weak minds. Another circamstance 
the patient lies, especially towards | is the management of light. Donot let 
evening, and recollect the caution | the patient have white bed curtains, 
which I formerly gave you respecting |or white window curtains; but let 


the conduct of nurses in considering 
their own comfort. The feet are 
frequently cold in inflammation of the 
brain and then sinapisms applied there 
will be found ul. They may be 
made of equil ports of oven of bread 
and mastaré) flour, mixed up with 
some. warm vinegar, and should be 
applied te the feet for abont a quarter 
or half amhour, or even longer, until 





a green blind be pat over the window, 
and the light curtains, if such, be re- 
moved. I have known many patients 
fall into a tranquil sieep immediately 
that this change was made. and 


noise are two very powerful irritants, - 


and should therefore be invariably 
avoided. 1 recollect having been call- 
edtoa young lady who. laboured un 
dez inflammation of the brain, and it 
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a to me, dn investigating ‘the 

nen that the irritation 
was kept up anxiety in which 
she saw her father and mother, who 
were alternately or together coming 
into the room through day and night, 
to see and inquire how she was going 
on. [ said that it was not in the power 


Bat in the first stage of inflammation 
of the brain, never apply a blister, 
while the patient is preternaturally 
sensitive, over the head; but on the 
approach of the second stage, when 
torpidity or heaviness occurs, it is fre- 
quently beneficial when applied there. 

The 8th means is the use of Opiwn. 


of physic to do her any good if they When. the inflammation of the brain 


continued to visit her in this manner, 
and that 1 could not be answerable 
for the consequences. At my reqnest 
they left her for some time alone ; she 
fell into a tranquil sleep, and recover- 
ed.from that time. You must never 
sacrifice the conviction of what is 
right, on yonr part, to the feelings or 
intreaties of the friends, whose affec- 
tion always prompts them continually 
to do what they consider an act of 
kindaess ; but which is often injuvions, 
by depriving the patient of quietnde 
and repose, which are essentially ne- 
cessary in the treatment of such deli- 
cate cases. 

6th. The diet. The regulation of 
this requires great firmness in most 
acnte cases, as the public prejudice is 
in favour of cramming. When the an- 
cient republic of Rome was in immi- 
nent:danger, a dictator was elected, 
and endowed with supreme authority ; 
and when the republic of the haman 
bedy is in danger, the medieal attend- 
ant mast be an absolute dictator (a 
laugh). This dictator, alias doctor, 
must direct, and.see that others 
ebey. . As long as the skin shall con- 
tinue wery hot and dry in acute in- 
flammations, accompanied by a full 
or achard pulse, water will be not 
only the best drink, bat the best dict 
too;. but when ahe fever is fairly on 
the decline, a light nutritious diet may 
be morning, noon, and even- 
ing, such as-a little milk whey, arrow- 
Toot, grael,,or any similar article. 
Even in convalescence the change 
should be very gradually made to a 
hetter diet. . 

Tth. Blistering. Never apply a blis- 
ter while the heat is highly developed, 
or :the sensibility highly augmented ; 
wheo you have reduced the urgency of 
the febrile symptoms, by the modes 
before pointed out, and a slight de- 
Gree of uneasiness only reiains, then 
@smail blister to the uape of 


has been subdued, or nearly so, by 
evacuations, and you still find the 
patient with a skin hotter than nata- 
ral, a remarkably hurried respiration, 
a small thready, rapid, or tremulous 
pulse, and when he complains of light - 
ness in his head and is extremely 
restless, tossing to and fro in liis bed 
constantly, in short, changing his 
place or position, a fulbdese of opium, 
two or three grains, will be found ex- 
ceedingly beneficial ; indeed it may be 
considered a sovereign remedy under 
such a state of general irritation. E 
have seen several cases where full 
doses of opium have predaced | the 
very best effects. Opium may alsobe 
given with very great success in some 
cases of madness; but recollect never 
to give opium in inflammation of the 
brain till copious evacuations have 
been premised, and till great rest- 
lessness snpervene. 

I have considered inflammation ot 
the brain in adults as having occurred 
without any other inflammation : some- 
times this is the case, but et other 
times inflammation of the brain is at- 
tended by inflamaration in other or- 
gans, s as the serous or mucous 
membranes in the cavity of the chest 
orabdomen. In old ‘persons andiin 
children, you will ottew tind the bron- 
chial membrane inflamed at the same 
time, and this combination requires 
some modification of the ‘treetment. 
When inflammation of the brain occurs 
in .very aged persons, you must. en- 
deavour to chéck it by the smallest 
possible loss of blood, when combined 
with a bronchial affection, because if 


you bleed sach an @ndividual in the- 


same decisive way in which I have 
recommended persons to be bled ‘in 
the middle*period of life, without such 
a concomitant, the case would gene- 
rally terminate unfavourably. One of 
two things would 





the neek, or epigastrium, is often at- 
tended with considerable advantage. 











istence by remaining in a very weak 
and languid state. Generally speak- 
ing, moderate bleeding will s in 
old persons, if you adopt the other 
means simultaneously. I believe, that 
in the management of such cases, 
have drawn less blood than most other 
practitioners ; and I think it is be- 
cause I have paid so much attention 
to the regimenal-and mental treat- 
ment, the influence of which is so 
highly important. Successin practice 
depends not so much on the applica- 
tion of one measure, in many instances, 
as on the co-operation of several, con- 

r tributing to the same end. 

. The exciting causes from which in- 
flammation of the brain proceeds very 
much modify the treatment. If, for 
example, any man were to say, that 
because the brain is inflamed in the 
advanced state of typhus fever, the 
case then requires the same treat- 
ment as an inflammation of thatorgan 
in the commencement which arises 
from a common cause, he would com- 
mit a great mistake ; for in the former 
the inflammation is passive, the 
heart's action being subdued, and the 
Strength prostrate, so as to require 
mild measures. Common isflamma- 
tion of the brain may almost always 
be be grew J removed by the plan 
which has been laid down; and if any 

- degree of simple fever should remain, 
it will be removed by rest, spare diet, 
daily aperients, and a regulated tem- 

- perature ; but when these means fail, 
then you may prescribe digitalis, say 
10 drops of the tincture every 6 hours, 
till the pulse be reduced, when it 
ought to be entirely omitted. 



























Prognosis. 


In your prognosis of inflammation 
of the brain you must be guided first 
by the degree of inflammation. In 
acute inflammation there is more dan- 
ger than in the sub-acute, because the 
former runs a more rapid course, and 
allows less time for the operation of 
remedies. The habits of the patient 
very much modify the prognosis. If 
inflammation of the brain attack a 
comtirmed drunkard; it generally 
proves fatal. If the patient labour 
under excessive anxiety of mind, it 
also generally proves mortal. If it 
occur in an aged person, it is more 
dangerous than in a man of 80 or 
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40 years of age; becanse the old do 
not bear evacuations so well as y r 
persons, and the inflammation is fre- 
quently mixed up with some organic 
affection. What at first sight ap- 


I} pears to be simple inflammation is 


sometimes the result of an organic 
affection of the brain ; and, in order 
to detect this, you must trace the his- 
tory of the disease backwards, from 
its origin through its progress, and 
up to its present state, I recollect 
having attended a lady who died of 
an apparent attack of inflammation of 
the brain. On examining the body 
after death, a chronic abscess was 
found in the cerebrum, and another in 
the cerebellum, while the liver was 
likewise much enlarged, breaking 
short like gingerbread on ‘handling. 
She had complained a long time be- 
fore of pain and uneasiness on the 
front and back part of her head, and 
also at the pit of the stomach. This 
chrenic disease was wound up ~ bo 
attack of acute inflammation, which 
ended of course fatally. When de- 
lirium occurs very early, and continues 
constantly, in inflammation of the 
brain, it is a very unfavourable sign. 
Squinting is a very unfavourable symp- 
tom, but before forming your opinion 
from this point, you should ascertain 
that the patient did not squint in 
health, and always consider the ¢om- 
bination of symptoms. Difficulty of 
deglutition, great prostration of the 
muscular form, gathering the bed- 
clothes into folds, picking feathers, 
catching at things in the air, are very 
serious, and often fatal symptoms. 
But, however unpromising the appear- 
ance may be, I wonld advise you 
never to give a patient entirely up 
who is labouring under inflammation of 
the brain ; for I have seen several re- 
cover under the most discouraging 
circumstances. If you should give a 
decidedly fatal prognosis, the friends 
will be sure to call in another. practi- 
tioner, on the supposition that you can 
do nothing more ; and if by any chance 
the patient should recover, your repu- 
tation might be » or, at all 
events, be much injured. Such is the 
uncertainty of human opinion, on some 
occasions, that it always becomes US 
to speak with caution, especially on 2 
subject where the public are prone 10 
make toolittle allowance for any failure; 
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and equally prone to give credit for 
cures which are often recoveries 
through the energies of Nature alone. 
In the advanced stage of most febrile 
affections, it is a main point to do no 
harm, to remove all opposing circum- 
stances, so that Nature may have fair 
play in the struggle which is decisive 
of life or of death. 

(Erratum.—In Dr. Armstronc’s 
last lecture, p. 297, for * lancial in- 
cision,” read “ crucial insicision.”’} 


——— 





REVIEW. 


Lectures on Digestion and Diet. By 
Cuaries Turner Toackran, Esq. 
Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, and of the Société 
de Médecine-Pratique de Paris, &c* 
8vo. pp. 156. London; Longman, 
and Co. 

PHYSIOLOGY is at all times an inte- 

resting object of pufsuit to men of 

science generally, but particularly to 
those who are engaged in the practice 
of physic. Whilst an acquaintance 
with physiology is useful and impor- 
tant to the former, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary to the latter; if they wish to 
execute the duties of their profession 
successfully, or to maintain that rank 
in the estimation of society, which has 
been assigned to them by the general 
diffusion of information, and the culti- 
vated condition of the human mind. 
The consideration of the laws by 
which the functions of an animal 
body are regulated cannot be too at- 
tentively studied, nor can the know- 
jedge, derived by such consideration, 
be too extensively diffused. The de- 
sign of the present work is to farnish 

a general sketch of physiology; to 

supply information in a style that may 

engage the attention, and afford in- 





struction to the profession, and-at the 
same time be perfectly intelligible to 
the community at large. 

There is nothing in the nature of the 
subject to deter any one from becom- 
ing thoroughly acquainted with it; but 
the inducements to do so are many and 
forcible. Is it not interesting to watch 
the gradual development of the struc- 
ture of the human body, from the ten- 
der susceptibility of childhood, through 
the active season of youth, to the 
firmness and vigour of mature age ? 
Is it not interesting to. become ac- 
quainted with the mode in which the 
accumulation of the material for the 
edifice is accomplished, and to notice 
the changes which this material inces- 
santly undergoes? Then it is to phy- 
siology we are indebted for the expla- 
nation, and for revealing the internal 
springs that impel and regulate the 
movements of the very complicated 
machinery of which the body is com- 
posed. From kuowing when the mo- 
tions of the whole are perfectly per- 
formed, we are enabled to appreciate 
the minute deviations of its parts, pro- 
ducing disturbance and derangement 
throughout the frame-work; which 
the eye of the scientific engineer soon 
discovers and sets right. What we 
have figuratively said, respecting phy- 
siology itself, is also applicable to its 
influence on society: it is a subject 
that relates to the well being of every 
individual; the knowledge of it ena- 
bles him to avoid the dangers to 
which his health is daily exposed; te 
mark the insidious encroachments of 
disease, and to detect the ignorant 
pretensions of those on whom he may 
call for assistance. - 





is 

“For until,” as Mr. T. justly re- 
‘marks, “ the public attention be turn- 
ed to physiological inquiries, these 
inquiries will be but coldly conducted.” 
“Phe reason is plain, because there will 
be little inducement to perseverance, 
“where there is but little respect for 
‘zealous and successful exertions. The 
public having taken an interest in such 
‘important pursuits would convince 
‘medical men of the necessity of rousing 
themselves from a state of inactivity 
and supineness, and urge them on 
‘with fresh vigour to the work of scien- 
tific investigation. 

‘Yet objections are made to the dis- 
semination of plrysiological, and espe- 
cially of medical information ; there 
“are men always to be found who are 
“opposed to the progress of knowledge, 
‘but their efforts are now too late. The 
night of ignorance is almost past, and 
ithe phantom of prejudice, which had 
“fer aseason chilled the growth of in- 
‘teélect, and impeded the circulation of 
thnowledge, flits and dwindles away 
‘before the light of science. While 
Philosophy is extending her influence 
over new regions, and enlightening 
amen who were before rude and bar- 
‘Darous, surely there need be no hesi- 
‘tation in stating boldly that, which has 
“truth for its basis and utility for its 


end. The system of mystery and con- | SY 


cealment which served only to shelter 
the ignorance of persons who once 
"practised physic is now gone by ; and 


men are made amenable to the autho- | p 


fity of common sense. 

The substance of the work before 
us was delivered in seventeen lec- 
tures before the Philosophical and 


Literary Society of Leeds, in 1822 
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and 1828. “The book is divided into 
three parts or lectores. 

1. On the function of Digestion. 

u. On Diet ; 

iu. On Disorders of the Alimen- 
tary Canal ; 

The principal diseases of which are 
briefly adverted to, their causes, and 
occasionally the means of preven- 
tion. 

The commencement of the first Lec- 
ture, or that on the function of diges- 
tion, explains in a familiar way tlie 
conversion of the food into the nutri- 
tive fluid of the body. It glances 
slightly, also, at the different hypo- 
theses which have, trom time to time, 
been broached on the subject; and 
Mr. T. then finishes the account of the 
process of digestion with the follewing 
remarks:— * 


* Digestion, then, though it affects 
a decomposition of our food, and a re- 
combination of its parts, is not a com- 
mon chemical process. The stomach 
is alaboratory which art cannot imi- 
tate. its operations are governed by 
peculiar laws, as yet but partially de- 
veloped (understood), laws depending 
on that influence which distinguishes 
animated from lifeless matter. Diges- 
tion is.a vital operation, This is evi- 
dent from all its phenomena. I might 
refer to the obvious determination of 
the vital powers.to the organs of. di- 
gestion. The arteries of the stomach 
and intestines act with increased ener- 
; the muscular tunic is irritable; 
the sensibility of the whole apparatus 
is angmented. While from this deter- 
mination to the internal organs a ge- 
neral. shivering ix often felt, and the 
skin in persons of delicate health is 
ale contracted. You may re- 
mark the drowsiness also which suc 
ceeds to a full meal, and the inaptitude 
of the senses to receive impressions. 
The dog retires to bis kennel, and 
man lolls in his chair, indisposed for 
muscular and incapable of intellectual 
exertion.” 
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The observations made on the sen- 
sations of hunger and thirst are rather 
laconic, nor do they contain any new 
opinions ; but are enlivened by the 
recital of a few interesting cases. 
Mr. T. is inclined to think with Ma- 
GEnDig, that “thirst is am internal 
sensation, an instinctive feeling ; that 
it belongs essentially to the organiza- 
tion, and admits of no satisfactory 
explanation.” The following sentence 
appears rather paradoxical; the an- 
thor says, that ‘‘in the present state 
of our knowledge, no: theory can be 
firmly established; but the facts to 
which I have adverted lead to the opi- 
nion, that the state of the nervous and 
vascular systems termed ¢hérst arises 
from, what vo one has ever attempted 
to deny, a want of secretion in the 
mouth and throat.” 


The horrible feelings produced by 


complete abstinence have been lately 
recorded in a Number of Hufeland’s 
Journal der Practischen Héilkunde, 
which Mr. T. has transcribed. The 
substance of the case is as follows: 


“ A German merchant, aged 32, 
depressed by severe reverses of for- 
tune, and the consequent slights of his 
relatives, formed the resolution of de- 
swroying. himself by abstinence. With 
this view, he repaired, on the 15th of 
September, 1318, to an unfrequented 
wood, where he constracted a hut of 
boughs, and remained, without food, 
td the 3d..of October following. At 
this period, he was found by the land- 
lord of a neighbouring pot-house,— 
still alive, but very feeble, speechiess, 
and insensible. Broth, with the yolk 
of an egg, was given him. He swal- 





lowed it with difficulty, amd died im. 
niediately. 

“In the pocket of the unfortunate 
man was found a journal, written in 
pencil, singular in its kind, and re- 
markable as a narrative of his feeliags 
and sentiments. It begins thus :-~- 
‘The generous philanthropist, whe 
shall one day find me here after my 
death, is requested to inter me ; and 
in consideration of this service, to 
keep my clothes, purse, knife, and let- 
ter-case. I moreover observe, that L 
am no suicide, but have died of hun- 
ger, because, through wicked men, E .- 
have lost the whole of my very consi- 
derable property, and am unwilling te 
become a burthen to my friends.’ The 
ensuing remark is dated Sept. 17th, 
the second day of abstinence :—* E 
yet live ; but how have I been soaked 
during the night, and how cold has. it 
been! O God! when will my suffer- 
ings terminate!! No human being 
has for three days been seen here; 
only some birds.’ The next extract 
continues,‘ And again, three days, 
and I have been so soaked during the 
night, that My clothes to-day are not 
yet dry. How hard is this, no one 
knows; and my last hour must soon 
arrive. Doubtless, during the heavy 
rain, a little water has got into my 
throat; but the thirst is not to be 
slaked with water ; moreover, I have 
had none even of this for six. days, 
since I am no longer able to move 
from the place. Yesterday, for the 
tirst time during the eternity. which, , 
alas! I have already passed here, a, 
man approached me within the dis- 
tance of eight or ten paces. He was. 
certainly ashepherd. I saluted him, 





in silence ; and be returned it in the 
same manner. Probably he will find 
me after my death!’ 

“« Finally, I here protest, before 
the all-wise God, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the misfortunes which I have 
suffered from my youth, I yet die very 
unwillingly ; although necessity has 
imperiously driven me to it. Never- 
theless I pray forit. Father, forgive 
him ; for he knows not what he does! 
More can I net write, for faintness 
and spasms: and this will be the last. 
Dated near Forest, by the side of the 
Goat public-house, Sept. 29th, 1818. 
—J. F.N.’ 

“ It is hence evident that conscious- 
ness and the power of writingremained 
till the fourteenth day of abstinence. 
The operation of famine was aggravated 
by mental distress, and still more by 
exposure to the weather. This indeed 
zeems to have produced his most ur- 
gent sufferings. Subsequent to the 
common cravings and debility of hun- 
ger, his first physical distress seems to 
have been the sensation of cold ; then 
cold and thirst; lastly, faintness and 
spasms. Iu this case, we find no symp- 
toms of inflammation. A want of 
nervous energy, arising from the re- 
duction in the quantity or quality of 
the blood, appears to have been the 
principal disease. The effort of swal- 
lowing, and the oppression of food on 
the exhausted stomach, completed the 
catastrophe.” 

Death ocetrs from hunger soonest 
in*the young and robust; their vital 
organs appear to be accustomed to 
greater action than those of the adult 
age. The abstraction of aliment, and 
the consequent reduction of the vo- 
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lume of blood, would be soon and 
severely felt. Hence the inability of 
the growing and robust to sustain a 
protracted fast. This division of the 
subject is concluded by a hasty review 
of a few of the peculiar properties of 
the digestive organs, the vigour of the 
nervous agency of the stomach, and 
the remarkable sympathies which exist 
between it and other parts of the body. 

We now reach the most interesting 
and useful division of the work, that 
which is devoted to the consideration 
of Diet, and its influence on the cor- 
poreal and mental energies of man. 
We cannot follow our author through 
the minate varieties of diet of man, 
and the lower animals, according to 
their situations, or their artificial ha- 
bits; these have been collected with 
ability, from the sources of natural his- 
tory and comparative anatomy. Hav- 
ing before spoken of the effects of the 
avimal and vegetable diet, the author 
remarks that it is the mired diet that 
should claim our particular attention. 

The great object of digestion is the 
formation of chyle ; consequently, 
that food which supplies the greatest 
quantity of it will be most nutritious, 
In this view, let us compare vegeta- 


‘bie and animal food. 


“ In reference to vegetables, it has 
not yet been ascertained, which of 
their constituents afford the materials 
of chyle ; but itis probable that the 
chief are starch, gluten, and sugar. 
The first of these forms the basis of 
our principal vegetable food, the fa- 
rina of seeds. Gluten is an important 
addition. To its agency, I believe, 
we owe the formation of flour into 
bread. Those vegetables which are 
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destitute of gluten, are proportionately 
less convertible into chyle. \ Hence, 
rice and potatoes, thongh abounding 
in starch, yield comparatively little 
nourishment. This is not contradicted 
by the Hindoos living on rice, or the 
Irish on potatoes; for both nations 
' take large quantities of food, and with 
the addition, moreover, of a nutritious 
animal fluid, milk. 

“Sugar seems the first support of 
vegetable life; and it is well known 
to be the principal food of young ani- 
mals. It, perhaps, yields a greater 
quantity of chyle than any other con- 
stituent of plants. The slaves in the 
West Indies are lean and weak when 
they live on rice, but. become fat and 
robust in the sugar season.* Indeed, 
this period restores vigour, health, and 
hilarity to the whole district,—to the 
cattle'as well as themen. ‘In decre- 
pid old age,’ says Richerand, ‘ some 
persons live exclusively on sugar.’ 
Sugar is contained in most vegetables, 
but is well known to be especially 
abundant in the sugar-cane, in the 
grape, and in fruits in general. Of 
roots, the carrot, beet, and parsnip, 
are understood to possess the most. 

“ The elements of chyle are evi- 
dently more abundant in animal, than 
in vegetable food. Marcet found the 
chyle of carnivorous creatures to be 
whiter, to contain more solid matter, 
and to yield more albumen, than that 
of the herbivorous. This observation 
we should anticipate, from consider- 
ing the nature of animal food, and the 
approximation of its principles to those 





* Fmpure sugar is said to contain a 
considerable proportion of azote. 
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of the product of digestion. Gelatine, 
albumen, and fibrine, the chief consti- 
tuents of flesh, approach nearer to the 
nature of chyle, than starch, sugar, 
and gluten, the chief constituents of 
vegetables, Azote is the principal 
element in the animal fabric. Flesh, 
therefore, yields it abundantly ; while 
in vegetable substances it is scanty, 
and in many, as urged particularly by 
Magendie, wholly absent. When, 
however, this gas is not provided in 
the food, it may perhaps be derived 
from the atmosphere, by the lungs or 
skin. In-articles of animal food, there 
is less variety than in those of vegeta- 
ble. Though greatly differing in their 
digestibility, almost all yield abundant 
chyle. _Muscle, on the whole, is the 
most valuable. 

“ During the period of growth, the 
nutritious quality of aliment is espe- 
cially important. A mild animal diet 
is most suitable for children. We re- 
mark that the young, even of some 
granivorous creatures, are fed with 
animalized food. Milk is the suste- 
nance of calves and lambs. The youug 
pigeon is fed from its parent’s crop 
with grain moistened by the secre- 
tions, and mixed with curd. The 
middle period of life requires more of 
a vegetable regimen, and a stricter 
attevtion to temperance. It is this 
period, for which dietetic rules are 
chiefly adapted. The change from a 
high to a reduced diet can rarely be 
borne in advanced life. Nor does a 
low diet, even if practised before, suit 
this period. Age requires food in 
smal! quantity, bat nutritious and so- 
luble. At every period, and in every 
state, the diet should be accommo- 
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dated to the power of the digestive | tinually by: the secretions, we see the 


a . necessity of some considerable supply. 
organs. This is considerably vodaned) oy lanl drinks, that which Nature 


in the advance of life; and the work! has so liberally provided, is undoubt- 


allotted to it, should be proportion- edly the best; but the varieties in its 

. quality deserve some attention. Cocoa 
ately small, and of easy execution. | 114 chocolate have not, I believe, been 
Sach was the practice of Cornaro. | sufficiently examined; in .nutriment 


‘O, how advantageous it is to au old | they are probably much -inferior to 


ss : milk, whilst the oil with which they 
man te eat but little! Accordingly, I,| abound, often renders them oppres- 


who know it, eat but just enongh to| sive to the stomach. When this effect 
} » and the | &* 2% produced, they are preferable 
keep body and soul together ; and the |to tea. Malt liquor, containing a 
things I eat. are as follows. eu) or of sugar, is very — 

. and is very proper for persons of ac- 
bread panado with an egg, or such | tive whine To co delicate 
other kinds of soup or spoon-meat. | individuals it forms a valuable ali- 
O€ flesh meat, I eat veal, kid, and/ment. To the plethoric and indolent 
’ ._, | it is decidedly injurious. It oppresses 
mutton. I eat pouliry of every kind. | (yn, stomach, induces heaviness of the 
I eat partridges, and other birds, such | head, and a diminution of mental and 


. : - | corporeal activity. 
as thrushes. I likewise eat fisli, for va is a narcotic, and hence na- 
imstance, the goldney, and the like, 


turally injurious; but experience 
amongst sea fish; and the pike, and scarcely warrants our attaching to it 


| ahigh degree of evil agency,—at least, 


such like, amongst fresh-water fish. | 
Adi these ave fit for an old man.’” =| 
The quality of different kinds of | 


in the common way, and to the ordi- 
nary extent in) which itis taken. I 
know not what the citizen could ad- 
vantageously substitute. It appears 


food have been considered in a way | well calculated to obviate the effects 
which cannot fail to interest those | Which arise from the excess of tood, 
senate heir health b ,and the inordinate stimulns of spiri- 
who wish to preserve their health by | tuons potation. Black tea, drank in 
attention toregimen. The quantity of moderation, produces, in most persons, 
food necessary for different persons | “fects rather useful than prejudicial. 

: | It evidently gives a mild impulse to 
must very much depend on their ha-|the circulation, and excites a genial 


bits, and on the state of the stomach  ™eisture on the skin. 
itself. | Most of the highly-flavoured teas ex- 


cite the nervous system; and when 
‘ The. periods of eating deserve some | taken in large quanticy, or at an im- 
attention. The habit, which leaves the | proper time, produce great disorder. 


great bulk of the day without a meal, | The green secms to have most of the 
and then crowds two or three together | narcotie property. Its sedative effect 
in the evening, is manifestly bad. on the heart is sometimes alarming. 

Heavy suppers are generally impro-; The properties of coffee have been 
per; they cannot be digested before | dispnted We need not examine all 
bed-time, and the operation of the | that has been written on its beneficial 
stomach must be imperfect, when the | and baneful effects. Daily experience 
nervous functions are reduced or abo-|is our guide. Coffee is a narcotic 


lished. The number of meals: which 
generally suits the digestive organs is 
three or four, at regular divided inter- 
vals during the day. 

- The subject of drinks is the next for 


stimulant: It removes the sense of 
fatigve and exhaustion, and it gives 
vigour and hilarity to the mind. The 
wearied student, the brain-racked in- 
quirer, hails it as his comforter and. 
Voltaire almost lived upon 


our examination. . When we consider | Support. 
how large a proportion of the body is coffee ; the great Harvey took it con- 
fluid, and how this is thrown off con- stantly and treely. This was the 
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too, of Horace Walpole. Indeed, to 
many scientific and literary men, the 
coffee-cup is the regular companion 
of the.inkstand, These coffee-driukers, 
however, sometimes suffer serious dis- 
orders of the stomach or the head, as 
indigestion, nervous irritability, head- 
ache, or palsy. But the proportion of 
evil, which results from the coffee, 
cannot be accurately compared with 
that which results from the study. 
Nor does the ardent student care to 
inquire. He knows that strong coffee 
assists his intellect. He is not the ser- 
vant of his stomach, nor will he con- 
sult its likings at the expense of a 
more noble organ. Here he is in error. 
He forgets the sympathy between the 
stomach and the brain. But ere long 
he will be taught it, in a way not the 
most agreeable, either to his intellec- 
tual powers, or his corporeal feelings. 
Feettivg of the stomach, and conse- 
quent irritability of nerve and of tem- 

r, will soon be as troublesome as 
impertinent visitors, and equally dis- 
arrange his ideas and break the cate- 
nation of thought. 

The importance of the subject of 
diet, and its immediate application to 
the health and comfort of every indi- 
vidual, have led me iuto a consider- 
able length and labour of detail. Er- 
rors in diet are the great source of 
disease: amendment of diet is the 
basis of recovery. The majority of 
our maladies medicine may relieve or 
suspend ; but, without the aid of regi- 
mep, cai never cure.” 


3. Disorders of the Alimentary Canal. 
--The nature of the work has pre- 
cluded a very extensive consideration 
of these affections, or of the influences 





which they exert on the general health. | 
Physiology, however useful as a mat- | 
ter of study, in the regulation diet, | 
and consequently in the prevention of 
disorders of the alimentary passages, 
cannot do much for persons im a way 
of treatment, unaided by a knowledge 
of anatomy and pathology. An ac- 
quaintance with the doctrines and de- 
scriptions of disease is of importance 





to the public generally, for, inde- 
pendent of its direct advantage, it 
would act as a preventive of evil, by 
exposing the folly and danger of upi- 
versal remedies, and the knavery of 
those who vend them. But to do this 
away, the medical profession must lay 
aside that appearanee of interested 
feeling which has led the public to 
distrust its censures. 

In this department of the work, the 
disorders ot the alimentary canal have 
been curserily examined, and many 
useful hints are found on pai ticular 
affection. Itis, in our opinion, the 
most exceptionable part of the work, 
because the brevity of the description 
has rendered it impossible for the au- 
thor todo the subject justice. The 
book, indeed, professes to be only 
writtenon Digestion and Diet ; as such 
it is executed with perspieuity and 
ability, and cannot fail to be generally 
interesting. 
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A Chemical Analysis of the Upas, ov 
Ticunas Poison. ; 

This poison exerts such a formidable 
action on the animal body, and de- 
stroys life with snch rapidity, that a 
scientific examination of it cannot fait 
to be interesting. All that bas been 
known of it to the present time ir: this 
country is, that itis a vegetable pro- 
duction, found in the West Indies, and 
it was formerly used by the savages to 
poison their arrows. It is to the French 
that we are indebted for the disco- 
very of the active principle of this 
vegetable matter, as we have been for 
almost all others. They pursue the 
science of vegetable chemistry with an 
alacrity that far surpasses their co- 
temporaries, and have materially en- 
riched the store of the practical agents 
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by the investigations which they haye 
so successfully conducted. 

The examination of the Upas has 
been lately undertaken by two dis- 
tinguished French chemists, PeLie- 
Tier and Caventou; and, from the 
chanvel through which they received 
the poison, there can be no doubt of 
its being unadulterated. M. Liscue- 
NAULT, a learned naturalist, when mak- 
ing a tour of the Indian Archipelago, 
went into the interior of the country 
for the express purpose of obtaining 
from the plants themselves the poi- 
sonous matter, Hehad it prepared 
there under his own inspection from 
the materials which he had himself 
collected ; and he satisfied himself that 
the poisons now called Upas tieuté and 
Upas anthiar, were furnished, the one 
by a large tree of the family of the 
Strichnos, which he named Upas 
tieuté; the other from the gum resin 
of a tree which forms a species of a new 
genus under the name of Anthiaris 
toxicaria, 

The action of both these poisons on 
the animal economy has been already 
sufficiently studied by the celebrated 
physiologists MaGenpreand DELILE, 
who showed that the Upas tieuté ope- 


rates by absorption, exerting its ac- 
tion principally on the spinal marrow, 
8o as to produce tetanus, asphyxy, and 


death. The Upas anthiar also ope- 
rates on the nervous system, but it 
occasions at the same time violent 
vomiting and purging. The know- 


ledge of the clremical composition of 


these poisons remained only to be ac- 
quired, and it was for this purpose the 
present examination was undertaken. 
1. The Upas Tieuté. In the form of a 
solid extract, it is of a reddish brown ; 
broken into small pieces, it is of an 
orange 
taste extremely bitter, without acidit 
or any pungent aromatic flavour. It 
dissolves in water, yielding to it an 
abundance of a matter like brick-dust, 
which being well washed is tasteless. 
The solution is of an orange yellow, 
and horribly bitter. It dissolves 
almost entirely in alcohol, but 
scarcely at allin sulphuric ather. It 
is not soluble in the oils, and is with- 
out any peculiar smell. Exposed to 
the action of fire, it becomes soft and 
then dries up. If the heat be increased 
it is decomposed, swells up, and dis- 


yellow,.and transparent. Its | 
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engages a fetid empyreumatic odour. 
This aqueous solution is precipitated 
by the alcalis, by the infusion of galls, 
the alcaline gallates and oxalates. 
These precipitates dissolve in alcohol. 

The active principle of the upas 
depends on the quantity of strychnine 
which it contains; and that it yields 
it abundantly will be proved by future 
experiments. Strychnine is supposed 
to be reddened deeply by the action 
of concentrated nitric acid, but MM. 
PELLETIER AND CavenTou discovered 
that a yellow, insipid matter, in com- 
bination with the strychnine possess- 
ed the property of becoming red, on 
the application of the acid, and that 
as the strychnine was separated from 
this yellow matter, that power of 
becoming red on the application of 
the acid diminished. This circum- 
stance was considered of great im- 
portance, and induced them to ex- 
amine whether the red colour yielded 
by brucine and morphine, when treated 
with nitric acid, was dependent on the 
presence of the same material as was 
combined with the strychnine; but 
they found, that however white, and 
well purified these might be made, that 
they were always reddened by the 
nitric acid. As the brucine and mor- 
phine possessed the common sopery 
of becoming reddened by the acid, 
the next point was to determine how 
the one might be distinguished from 
the other, and they accordingly insti- 
tuted a set of experiments from which 
they obtained the following results. 
If the nitric acid with the brucine or 
morphine were heated until the red 
colour disappeared, and if you were 
then to add a strong solution of the 
hydrochlorate of tin to each, i would 
find it produce with: the brucine a 
beautiful vivlet colour; whilst the 
morphine would not be changed from 
the yellow colour prodaced by the 
heat. These circumstances are worthy 
attention, becanse these active prin- 
ciples of vegetables may. hereafter 
become the subjects of legal discussion, 
and we shail then value these tests, 
which will enable us to discriminate 
them with precision. 

As to the action of this strychnine of 
the upas on the powers of life, it is 
really astounding: A qnarter of 4 
grain dilated in a little water, was in- 
jected by M. ANDRAL, jun. into the 
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pleura ofa rabbit ; in about five seconds following 
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» with which we 


it was seized with a violent attack of shall close the prexent article. “ Sin 


tetanus, and died. The experiment 
was repeated on a second rabbit, 
with the same quantity of the poison, 
bat dissolved in weak acetic acid, the 
effect was even more sudden and 
terrible. 

2. The Upas Anthiar, This pre- 
sents the same external appearances 
as we have described in the former. 
A white matter was extracted from 
this poison, elastic, insoluble in cold 
or boiling water, and softened in such 
a manner as to appear very much like 
the nasal muscles, A crystalline sub- 
Stance was extracted from it, very 
soluble in water or alcohol, possess- 
ing all the energetic properties of the 
upas. The base of this salt appears 
to be a vegetable alcali, but as yet it 
is not known. That its action on the 
nervous system is powerful enough 
may easily be conceived ; one of the 
experimenters very inconsiderately 
tasted a minute portion of it, he was 
immediately seized with violent pain 
in his stomach and bowels, which 
yielded only to a very abstemious 
diet continued for several days. M. 
ANDRAL, jun., injected a quarter of a 
grain of this poison into the pleura 
of a rabbit; in two minutes it was 
seized with nausea, bent its fore legs, 
and fell on its side ; the muscles of the 
extremities and face became agitated 
by convulsions, and it died in seventeen 
minutes. The same quantity of the 
crystalline matter was injected into 
the pleura of another rabbit; the ani- 
mal was seized with violent convul- 
sions, and died in five minutes. 

It appears, from this comparative 
statement, that the active mga a 
of the upas tieuté destroys life more 
rapidly than that of the upas anthbiar, 
and appears also to operate in a some- 
what different manner. We have 
seen some experiments made with 
this poison on rabbits, by Sir AsTLeY 
Cooper; he introduced a bit of wood, 
which had been dipped in the extract of 
the upas tieuté, beneath the skin, and 
the effects it produced were similar 
to those described by M. ANnpRAL, 
jun., in his last experiments, but 
death followed more rapidly. We 
shall quote from Six Astiey's in- 
teresting lecture on poisons, from 
No. 6. Vol. III. of The Lancet, the 
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| ASTLEY introduced a minute portion 


ison within the cellular tissue 
it, on which it soon préduced 
its usual deadly effects. It appeared 
to suffer no pain, but at the expiration 
of three minutes its hinder extremi- 
ties were paralysed; in three minutes 
and a half it appeared to be insen- 
sible, and at the end of four minutes 
it rolled on its back and died.” 


of the 
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Case of a double Uterus and Vagina, 
with some remarks on Superfetation. 
By M. A. L, Cassan. 


A woman, aged 30, died in August 
1823, & la Maison Royale de Santé, in 
the wards of M. Dumeritt, having 
presented all the symptoms of phthisis 
pulmonalis. At the examination of 
the body, I was very much struck by 
a peculiar disposition of the ito- 
neum, which appeared to divide the 
uterus into two lobes. I then ex- 
amined the external parts of gene- 
ration, but there was nothing remark- 
able in their -strncture, the entrance 
of the vagina was large, and the hymen 
was destroyed ; I could touch, easily, 
the orifice of the uterus with my finger. 
On separating the nymphz a little, 
I found, about an inch above the 
orifice of the vagina, a partition which 
divided the canal vertically into a 
right and left passage ; this partition 
was turned more towards the right 
side, and gave the vagina on the left 
a very remarkable enlargement. The 
length of each vagina was five inches. 
The partition was about a_line in 
thickness, and was formed of a fold- 
ing of the mucous membrane of each 
vagina ; and, just in front of it, the va- 
gina presented a considerable inci ease 
of its transverse diameter. 

On the external surface of the 
uterus there appeared a fold of the 
peritoneum, very similar to the sus- 
pensory ligament of the liver, con- 
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taining the urachus on its anterior 
edge ; it extended from the posterior 
surface of the bladder to the upper 
and fore part of the vagina, over the 
anterior and upper part of the uterus, 
then the posterior surface of the ute- 
rus, and terminated by being fixed to 
the anterior surface of the reetup;, 
The surfaces of this fold of the perito- 
neum stretched themselves over the 
faces of each lobe of the nterus, and 
formed, by folding again, the large 
lateral ligaments of each uterus. It 
happened from this arrangement, that 
the Jower part of the pelvis was di- 
vided into two cavities, one anterior, 
the other posterior, each of which was 
subdivided by the fold of the perite- 
neum before described passing from 
betore back wards. 

The body of the uterus was, in its 
transverse diameter, four inches and 
four-twelfths, and was formed of two 
oval lobes; a liitie flattened before 
and behind, and ten lines in thickness ; 
each being about the size of an ordi- 
nary uterus, united only at their 
amaller extremity. The lateral sur- 
faces were embraced by the large 
ligaments, and there was observed on 
each side a fimbriated tube and an 
ovary. The neck examined externally 
was quadrilateral, of five lines in dia- 
meter. On cutting through the neck 
and the body of each lobe of the 
uterus laterally, I discovered that the 
cavity of each was entire, and with- 
ont any communication with that of 
the opposite side; each cavity was 
six lines in length and three in breadth, 
irregularly cylindrical, and presented 
two slight dilatations. The cavity of 
the neck was divided into two parts 
by a longitudinal tion, and com- 
municated with the cavity of each 
lobe at right angles ; this middle par- 
tition of the neck of the uterus was 
aiso formed by the donbling of dis- 
tinct surfaces. Fach cavity termi- 

’ nated in the vagina by an orifice of a 
line in diameter, but did not show the 
least rent or irregularity, as is often 
seen in women who have had many 
children. 

It will be seen from this description 
that there were two distinct ateg, 
united only at their necks. The ap- 
pendages of these organs were not 
double, but each ovary was surmount: 
ed by a cyst, which appeared deve- 
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leped in one of the vesicles, and which 
had acquired the size of a a 
egg ; its sides were very thin and 
transparent, and its cavity was filled 
with a viscid flaid of the consi;cenge 
of syrup. This foriation of the ute- 
rus, althougt very rare in women, has 
been observed several times, and it 
is what authors have called the uterus 
duplex, bicornis, bdipartitus, bifidus, 
bilocularis, bisuleus. Ithas great ana- 
logy to the natural structure of various 
kinds of animals, as in the hare, the 
rabbit, the beaver, the marmot; and 
in ruminating animals we have this 
structure naturally, as in the cow, the 
shecp, the doe, the goat; also in cer- 
tain amphibious animals, and the 
cetacea. 

When the uterus presents this for- 
mation, there can be no doubt bat 
that superfetatien is possible, as often 
happens in those animals which have 
a double uterus. It cannot be doubt- 
ed that in a case like the present, 
where each uterus presented an iden- 
tical organization, but that they should 
both have formed the menstrual se- 
cretion, could equally contain the pro- 
duct of coneeption and support its 
development. The distribution of 
the vessels on each side was the same; 
their number and size the same, and 
they were common to both uteri, there- 
fore there is no reason why the nou- 
rishmeat of the feetus should not be 
equal. It is probable also, that this 
peculiar formation of the uterus occurs 
in those females who have not the 
menstrual discharge intercepted dur- 
ing the progress of gestation, even ep 
to the time of delivery. 

A ease of a double uterus was re- 
ported to the Society of the Ecole de 
Médecine at Paris, by M. Cuaussier:* 
The woman died in La Maternité, 
having had twelve children, but supet- 
fetation never happened in her case, 
because there was only one ovarium 
and Fallopian tube. Professor Tiep- 
MANN t has also given a casé which he 
met with, in which the uterus was di- 
vided by a middle partition ; but this 
woman died a few days after she had 





* Bulletins dela Fac. et de ta Se. 
de Médec'ne, 1817, p. 437. 
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Three cases are detailed with great 
minuteness, in which the symptoms 


been délivered of a fall-grown child. : 
From these faets I think it appears cer- 
tain that there might be acomplete de- | Were such as are usually presented in 
velopment of a foetus in one of the | this affection, they were treated by 
lobes, and that a true superfetation | blood-letting, but not decisively ; they 
might take place in the other lobe | had sangsues, diete, tisan, f, 
during the gestation of the first. In-| &c. and, as might be anticipated, they 
deed I am indebted to Madame Bos- | all died. In the dissection of the first 
vin for the following case of super- | case, the crural vein was found plug- 
fetation, which I shall briefly relate.— | ged up with adhesive matter and pus, 


A'woman, aged 40, was delivered of 
a little child on the 15th of March 
1810, which weighed about four 
pounds. As the abdomen continued of 
a large size after the delivery, Mdme. 
B.introdaced her hand into the cavity 
of the uteras, but could discover no- 
thing. On agitating the tumour 
slightly, by pressing on the abdomen, 
and by examining at the same time 
the neck of the uterus, it was found 
that the same motions were given to the 
neck which were made by the tumour ; 
this circumstance induced Madame 
B. to think that there was either an 
extra’ uterine fetation, or that there 
was a double uterus containing an- 
other fetus. On the 13th of the fol- 
lowing May, she was delivered of a 
daughter, weighing about three pounds, 
but very feeble, discoloured, and who 
respired very little. It appears clear 
then, in this case, that the fact of 
superfetation had taken place. 


Remurks on Phlegmasia Dolcns, by 
M. VELPEAU. 


This is a disease, says M. V., of 
which we have nut a very correct 
knowledge, and yet it is rather strange 
that it should be so, as it is an affec- 
tion which prodaces the most decided 
effects in the structures which it at- 
tacks, He considers that the theory 
which placed the seat of the disease 
in absorbent vessels solely, is errone- 
os; and then asks, But where are 
the eases of pathological anatomy, 
which show that the disease is primi- 
tively and invariably in the lymphatic 
system, rather than in any other? Be- 
fore answering this question directly, 
Ishall report three cases, which will 
thew that the disease often arises 
from other canses than those usually 
assigned to it. 


| its coats were very much thickened, 

and appeared red externally ; a large 
quantity of pas was found in the iliac 
vein, and some pus was traced even 
into the right ventricle, and im the 
pulmpnary artery. In the two other 
cases the sacro-iliac symphyses wére 
found much inflamed, and the veins 
leading from the pelvis contained a 
large quantity of pus ; the parietes of 
the vessels, or their lining membrane, 
did not present any of the effects of 
inflammation, and the fluid which they 
contained appeared rather te have 
been absorbed, than formed within 
them. The first case related by M. 
VELPEAU is certainly very mach like 
the case which Dr. Davis has describ- 
| ed, and goes to confirm the Doetor’s 
opinion of the pathological condition, 
on which- the affection called‘ phleg- 
masia dolens is snpposed hy him to 
depend. 


ITALIAN JOURNALS, 


A curious case of closure of the Vagina 
in a woman aged 25; after she had 
been married seven years ; by Lows 
Ventura, M. C.D. 


Angelique Mariglias, of the com- 
mune of Ofonta, aged twenty-five, was 
married abeut seven years since to 
Joseph Valentize, with whom she had 
always lived on good terms. She ap- 
peared to be of a good constitution, 


} and came to consult me in September 


1823 for a complaint for which she had 
for a longtime employed various re- 
medics, but without success. 

She presented the following symp- 
toms, she had great difficulty in - 
ing water, the alvine evacuations were 
painfully passed, attended with fre- 
quent spasms; a. feeling of weight 
about the genitals, and pains came on 
several times in the course of the day 
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resembling those of labour. There 
was a considerable swelling of the ab- 
domen, which appeared to be formed 
of two tumours placed one above the 
other. She assured me she never had 
her menses appear, and that the com- 
plaint had existed for many years. 
She told me also, that the size of her 
belly at first was about that of a seven 
months’ pregnaucy, that it had gone 
on gradually increasing ; she added 
that she was getting thinner every day, 
and that she experienced such evils as 
rendered life insupportable. 

To establish my diagnostic the bet- 
ter, and having carried my fore finger 
within the vulva, I thought, from what 
I felt then, that there was a prolapsus 
of the uterus; but as I could not in- 
troduce the finger any further within 
the vagina, or ascertain the situation 
of the os tincz,1 wished to inspect 
the parts, and to my very great sur- 

rize, after a marriage of seven years, 

found that the hymen complctely 
closed the orifice of the vagina. The 
hymen was stretched almost ready to 
burst, and behind it you could distin- 
goish a large quantity of fluid, which 

ecame more evident when she stood 
up. The orifice of the urethra was 
forced towards the symphysis pubis, 
which explained the circumstance of 
the retention of which she complained. 
The clitoris was concealed, and there 


was not the least trace of the nymphe. | 


After having evacuated the rectum 
by copious injections, in the presence 
of three of my colleagues, I made a 
crucial incision through the hymen: 
immediately that I had finished it, a 
torrent of blood gushed out, like tar 
in colour but rather thicker and with- 
out smell; in proportion as it flowed 
the abdominal tumour disappeared. 
The vagina, the neck of the uterus, 
and its cavity were distended very 
much, but were in a sound state. The 
cure was prompt and easy, eight days 
after the patient quitted the bed with- 
out having employed any other re- 
medy than the use of a small bit of 
sponge. At the end of eighteen days, 
after having remained in a state of 
virginity all her life, although married 
seven years, the duties of the nuptial 
couch were performed without diffi- 
culty or inconvenience, 
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Storia medica di un caso raro d’ idr - 
fobia, con alcune reflessioni interno 
« questo male, del dottore LuiGi 
EMILIANI. 

Remarkable Case of Hydrophobia, fol- 
lowed by Cure; with Remarks by 
Docror EMILiaNnl. 


Tue following case appears to pos- 
sess some interest, and serves to 
show, that the matter which ulti- 
mately produces the horrible symp- 
toms of this disease remains for a 
certain time inactive in the wound, 
and that therefore the treatment to 
be adopted should be that of removing 
the bitten part without hesitation, 
even some time after the bite has 
been received. This is Doctor Emi- 
LIANI’s Opinion, iv which, we believe, 
most will coincide. 

Domenico Brezzi, a bleacher, fa- 
ther of a large family, kept, as a pro- 
tection for his house during the night, 
a large dog, which in the day time was 
chained. A strange dog strolled pue 
day into the yard, and bit the dog 
which was chained. About thirty 
days after, the symptoms of disease 
showed themselves, but no one sus- 
pected what would happen; when 
loosed from his chain one morning, 
he bit Brezzi, his son Benedetto, and 
a domestic named Marie Ospitali. 
Soon afterwards the animal refused 
all kinds of food and drink ; the 
progress of the madness was sur- 
prising ;.he was continually biting 
what came in his way, and bit a piece 
of wood with such force, that was 
thrown into his cabin, that his teeth 
were broken off, and remained fixed 
in the wood; he soon afterwards 
died. The manner in which the dog 
died caused great inquietude in the 
minds of the persons bitten, as might 
be expected. They took a small 
quantity of powdered cantharides 
internally, and thought they had done 
all they could do to prevent any evil 
consequence. We visited Brezzi and 
his family six days after the bites had 
been made, and being made acquainted 
with the circumstances, pointed out 
the necessity of having the parts im- 
mediately cauterised, notwithstand- 
ing that they had healed, Brezzi and 
his son consented, but the servant 
would not, because she had been 
bitten just above the pubis. Pro- 
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Fesson Atri cauterised freely the 
wounds of the two former, and after- 
wards applied a blister, which was 
kept discharging for some days. 
Since that time Brezzi and his son 
have had no bad symptom; whilst 
the unfortunate servant was seized, on 
the twenty-seventh day, with symp- 
toms of the disease, and died in a 
short time, in the most deplorable 
condition. The cure of the two 
others has remained firm, althongh it 
is now more than two years since the 
accident. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPI- 
TAL AND ITS DRESSERS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Yon have hitherto shown your- 
self the undaunted advocate of truth 
and jastice ; you have nobly stepped 
forward, and risked all, to uphold the 
cause you have pledged yourself to 
support; and, however the few who 
slander may disrelish your freedom 
of language and independence of con- 
duct, rely upon it, Sir, the medical 
world do fully appreciate your talent, 
integrity, and judgment. You have 
professed a determination to watch 
over the interests of the Medical Stu- 
dents with a jealous eye. Iam one; 
and I now call on you, Sir, to redeem 
your pledge. I entered as Dresser at 
Bartholomew’s Hospita), and paid an 
additional fee in consideration of cer- 
tain advantages I was to possess be- 
yond the common class of students ; 
these advantages consisted (I was 
given to understand) in having a cer- 
tain number of patients entrasted to 
my especial care and attention. I 
was to visit them, examine aud pre- 
scribe for them: this responsibility I 
felt proud of, and determined that no- 
thing should be wanting, on my part, 
to deserve the confidence which this 
Tesponsibility entailed; when, sud- 
denly and secretly, even without the 
concurrence of the Hospital Surgeons, 
the Surgeons’ books are removed from 
the wards, and the Dressers are told, 
that no order or prescription will be 
attended to at the Apothecary’s shop, 
unless it come from the House Sur- 
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geons. This, Sir, I affirm to be un- 
jast and dishonourable : it is an ex post 
facto regulation that picks the pocket 
of the Dressers, and robs them of the 
only stimulus to professional exertion ; 
it deprives them of the pleasurable 
gratification of seeing all their care, 
anxiety, and attention rewarded by 
the restoration of the patients to 
health by their means; this, Sir, to 
me, is heart-rending. I have looked 
forward to my Dressership as the time 
when I should be enabied to put in 
practice those principles of my pro- 
fession which I had been long acquir- 
ing. The solicitude I have ever felt 
for those patients entrusted to my 
care has been amply rewarded by 
their smile of gratitude on recovery ; 
and this feeling to me is more valu- 
able than the paltry sum thas iniqui- 
tously taken from me. To you I ap- 
peal, Sir, to expose the injurious 
nature of this regulation ; to show how 
absurd, how impossible, it is for two 
House Surgeons to attend to five hun- 
dred patients, or even prescribe for 
them with the judgment necessary. 
House Surgeons have been rejected 
at the College ; I mean no reflection 
on the present officers ; they are men 
of gentlemanly feeling and profes- 
sional talent, and I would shrink from 
saying any thing which might be con- 
strued into disrespect towards them ; 
but I must protest against this breach 
of honour and justice. I, as one, shall 
most certainly express in plain terms 
my determination to resist such an 
abominable act of oppression. Re- 
questing that you will give this letter 
a corner iv your valuable publication, 
believe me to remain, 
‘ Your humble servant, 
VERITAs. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

Nov. 2ist, 1824. 





PUPILS AND PATIENTS AT THE 
LONDON HOSPITAL, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—Having seen with pleasure 
the benefits which your inestimable 
Lancet has rendered to the Pupils of 
the Borough Hospitals, by its unre- 





mitted attention te their interests, I 
have taken the liberty of laying be- 
fore you.seme pr ings which have 
occurred at the London Hospital, not 
only for the sake of my friends who 
are now pupils in that Hospital, but 
also for these who may afterwards 
become pupils. 

One of the rules for the pupils of 
the London Hospital is, that no one 
shall take in patients or become house 
pupil until he has attended there three 
months. For several years back this 
rule has not been ut ail attended to; 
some of the pupils having taken in 

tients before they had been at the 

ital more than a month, and at 
that time there were not many pupils 
attending the hospital. This year 
there ave between 60 and 70 pupils, 
and about 48 of these are ‘junior 
pupils. The senior pupils wish to take 
advantage of this ruie, and not allow 
the junior pupils to take in patients 
,until they have been there three 
months. This was naturally opposed 
by the junior pupils, when the senior 
pupils called a meeting to consider 
how they ought to proceed; three of 
them were chosen, who were to wail 
on the surgeons and speak to them on 
the subject ; they however got an un- 
decisive answer from all of them. 
For several days the hospital was in 
the greatest confusion, when Sir W. 
Buazanp politely stepped forward and 
said on, account of the number of the 
junior pepils they ought to take in 
immediately, or atter being at the hos- 
pital six weeks, one senior and one 
junior pupil weekly ; however, still it 
remained unsettied, when to-day Mr. 
Hrap——n coneluded by saying, that 
after all the senior pupils had taken 
in twice, then the junior pupils should 
take in, together with the senior pu- 
pils. Now, if this be the case, and 
there be above 40 junior pupils, and 
none of them take in before three 


months, and then only one weekly, 
the year will be expired before many 
of them have an opportunity of tak- 
ing iti; and besides, many of them 
have only entered for six montlis, and 
during this time the senior pupits will 
have all taken in at least four times. 


Yours, &c. 
Amicus JustiTi a. 
Nov. 17th, 1824. 
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APOTHECARIES’ ACT AND THE 
RIGHTS OF SURGEONS. 


—_—_— 


We take the account of the follow- 
ing Trial from The Times of Friday 
jast. It was our intention to have 
published a few critical remarks re- 
specting it, but we are at present too 
much engaged in the preparation of 
a Chancery Mixture for Mr. Aper- 
NETHY to be enabled to do so. The 
profession, however, may rely on out 
giving the affair a pretty sharp in- 
vestigation in the course of a weck or 
two. A more cruel case, or one in 
which the Judge and Counsel were 
more completely in error, we have 
seldom seen. 


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 
Thursday, Dec. 2. 


( Before Lord Chief Justice Best and « 
Common Jury.) 


STEED V. HENLEY. 


Mr. Adolphus, jun., opened the 
pleadings. This was an action brought 
by the plaintiff to recover 11/. 10s. 6d. 
from the defendant, for work and la- 
bour done. The defendant pleaded the 
general issue. 

Mr. Sergeant Pell stated the case 
to the Jury. From his statement it 
appeared, that the plaintiff is a_sur- 
geon, residing in Caroline-street, Bed- 
tord-square, and that the defendant is 
a lady of 2 certain age, living with 
her mother in Chalton-street, Somers- 
town. Between the months of No- 
vember, 1823, and June, 1824, the de- 
fendant was in ill health, and applied 
to the plaintiff for his medical assist- 
ance. In consequence, he furnished 
her with sundry draughts and medi- 
cines,for which he was entitled, ac- 
cording to the usual charges of his 
profession, to demand 111. 10s. 6d. of 
the defendant. Why she resisted this 
demand he could not tell. 

The Lord Chief Justice —Perhaps 
she has not recovered, and therefore 
she thinks that the plaintiff ought not 
to recover. (4 laugh.) 

Mr. Sergeant Pell replied, that she 
had recovered, and therefore that his 
client was entitled to recover also. 
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He could not be expected to prove 
the delivery of every precise draught 
and pill-box ; but he would prove that 
physic had been furnished to her in 
large quantities ; that shé had admit- 
ted the delivery of it, when a bill of 
it was presented to ber; _.jat she had 
acknowledged herself tc Se indebted 
to the plaintiff in the amount of that 
bill, and that on various occasions she 
had promised to pay it, It was in 
consequénce of her refusal to perform 
these promises, that the present action 
was brought to enforce them. 

The delivery of the various medi- 
cines was proved by the plaintiff’s 
servant-boy, a$ was also a promise by 
the defendant to pay the amount 
claimed for them. 

Mr. Sergeant Pell said this was his 
case. 

Mr. Sergeant Wilde reminded his 
learned friend, that the plaintiff’s de- 
niand was for medicines faruished : 
he must therefore either prove that 
the plaintiff was licensed to practise 
asan apothecary by the Apothecaries’ 
Company, or else that he had prac- 
tised as such previously to the 5th of 
August, 1815. 

Mr. Sergeant Pell said, that he was 
prepared with stich proof. 

A Mr. Goold was then placed in 
the box, but he merely proved that 
the plaintiff, in the year 1814, had 
prescribed once or twice for him and 
tis family ; but hie took no fee for his 
prescription, and at that time did not 
keep any sliop. 

A diploma from the Surgeons’ Com- 
pany, authorizing the plaintiff to act 
% surgeon, was then putin. It was 
dated, Augist 6, 1813. 

AMr. Cummins was then called on 
is sabpeena, but did not appear. 

This being the case for the plaintiff, 

Ir. Sergeant Wilde submitted, that 

plaintiff must be nonsnited. It 
Was trae that the plaintiff was a regu- 
larly admitted surgeon: but this ac- 

was brought by him to recover 
uedicines furnished to the defendant 
% an apothecary, aud not for any 
thing done by him as a surgeon. Now 
the statute 55 Geo. II]. cap. 194, sec- 
ton 21, enacted, that no person should 

Recover for any medicines furnished 

ty him, unless he proved that he was 


Mactising as an apothecary on or be- 
the 5th of August I815, or pro- 
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daced a certificate of his admission 
into their body from the Master and 
Warden of the Apothecaries’ Com- - 
pany. Now, there was no evidenée 
to show that the plaintiff had practised 
as an apothecary previously to the 
day stated in the Act of Parliament 
and a surgeon's diploma could not, 
and did not, authorize him to act as 
an apothecary. 

Mr. Sergeant Pell submitted, that 
there was evidence to go to the Jury, 
that the plaintiff had practised as an 
apothecary on or before the day men- 
tioned in the Act of Parliament. 

The Lord Chief Justice Best was of 
opinion, that there was no evidence 
as to the plaintiff’s practice as an. 
apothecary before 1815. The Act of 
Parliament to which reference had 
been made was a most excellent one, 
and was the best security that the 
public had against ignorant persons 
acting as apothecaries, without being 
duly qualified. A person in passing 
through life coald not fail to know 
that surgeons did practise as apothe- 
caries ; but after that Act, they had 
no anthority todo so. To practise as 
apothecaries, they must be examined 
by five persons, named in the Act, 
and must obtain a certificate from 
them stating their approval. Now, the 
plaintiff had not undergone this ex- 
amination ; he therefore could not’ 
produce the certificate required ; and 
as he had not, in his opinion, proved 
his practice as an apothecary before 
1815, it appeared to his Lordship that 
he must be called. 

Mr. Sergeant Pell submitted that 
his client, though he could not recover 
for the physic in this action, could re- 
cover for the phials centaining it, 
which had been sent to the defendant. 

The Lord Chief Justice thonght that 
he could not. Ifa party chose to act 
as an apothecary, contrary to law, and 
to deliver phials in consequence of 
such choice, lie was of opinion that he 
could not recover for them. If the 
law directed that a person should not 
do a certain thing, it would not allow 
him to recover for any thing which he 
might have done in his endeavours to 
perform that which the law prohibited. 
The plaintiff was acting in defiance 
of the law in practising as an apotlie- 
cary without a certificate; lie conld 
not, therefore, have the melancholy 
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satisfaction of even recovering for the 
bottles which he had furnished to the 
defendant. 

The plaintiff was nonsuited. In or- 
dering him to be called, the Lord 
Chief Justice observed, that he ought 
to say that the present was a hard 
case, as the plaintiff appeared to be a 
person of skill, having been regularly 
admitted to the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 





PARISIAN MEDICAL SCHOOL. 





It may be interesting to many of 
our readers, to be informed who the 
principal lecturers are on professional 
subjects at Paris, we shall therefore 
furnish them with the following ac- 
connt. 

The Faculté de médecine commenced 
their winter course of lectures in the 
early part of last month. 

Chemistry. M. Orrita; Monday. 
Wednesday, and Friday, at half-past 
ten in the Morning. 

Anatomy. M.Bectarp ; Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, at half-past 
ten. 

Physiology. M. Dumerit ; Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, at noon. 

Medical Pathology. M. Fizeau; 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 

three. 
M. 


Surgical Pathology. Rowx ; 


Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 


three. 

Operations and Dressings. M. 
RicHERAND ; Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday, at three. 

Cliniques.* Every day, from six to 
ten in the Morning. Clinique Medicale ; 
Rue des Saints Peres; MM. Lanpre, 
Beavuvats, Recamier, LAENNEC, and 
Cayot, three months each, Clinique 
Chirurgicale; MM. Boyer, Dupvy- 
TREN, and Bovueon ; the first at La 
Charité; the second at the Hotel 
Dieu; and the third at the Rue de 
Y Observance. These are continued all 





* The term Clinique is used to ex- 
ress that attendance on the different 
institutions, and that observance of 
the treatment adopted in them, for 
which we technically employ the term 
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the year, excepting during ae vaca- 
tions. inique Accouchmens ; M. 
DiNevx, a la Bourbe. 

There are many other courses of 
Lectures, on the same and different 
subjects, by emi profe 8, during 
the winter months. 








Another Case of Poisoning of a Family 
by Mushrooms, 

Tue following melancholy occur- 
rence has recently happened in the 
South of France. 

On Sunday, the 17th of October 
last, an entire family was poisoned 
by having eaten of some mushrooms 
which they had themselves gathered. 
The mother, aged 45, and her son, 
aged nine years, diced on the following 
Tuesday, in the most horrible suffer- 
ings. Two of her daughters, the one 
aged 18, tke other 22 years, died on 
the evenings of Thursday and Friday. 
Only one person of the ay escaped, 
and that with the most violent pains. 
This fresh example should furnish an 
additional caution to the people of the 
country, against eating poisonous 
mushrooms, From the numerous 
cases which have occurred, it is to be 
feared that this will not be the last. 
Persons should be extremely cautious 
to distinguish the poisonous fungi, as 
the use of them is attended with such 
dreadful consequences. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 





GUY’S HOSPITAL. 





Case of Rupture of the Vena Porte, 
from a fail. 


C. D.a stout robust man was brought 
into Accident Ward of this Hospital, 
December Ist, complaining of great 
prostration of strength ; he said that be 
had fallen with a load on his back, 
and was very much injured. 

On making farther inquiries, it ap- 
peared that he was carrying a piece 
of timber on his back and that he had 
fallen over a step, and the weight fall- 
ing on him had very much crushed him. 
His countenance was pale, his pulse 
weak, and his skin cold. He came 





Hospital Practice. Ev, L, 
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a little after seven in the evening, two 
hours after the accident had een re- 
ceived; his belly became very much 
distended; he sunk gradually and 
about eight o’clock he died. 

An examination of the body took 
place the same evening in the pre- 
sence of Sir Astitey Cooper, Mr. 
Key, and a great many of the pupils. 
On laying open the abdomen, which 
was very much distended, an immense 

uantity of dark-coloured blood issued 
orth ; all the intestines between the 
different viscera. were filled with a 
fluid gore,evidently showing that some 
large vessel had given way. It was 
conjectured that it must have been 
the inferior cava, but, on minute ex- 
amination, it was found that there was 
an opening, a lacerated opening, iu the 
vena porte, about the size of a small 
quill, just before that vessel enters 
the porta of the liver. The ribs were 
not fractured nor were any of the tho- 
racic or other viscerainjured. The he- 
morrhage must have commenced at the 
time the injury was received, but from 
the small size of the opening, the 
hemorrhage occurred gradually, and 
in two hours and three quarters after 
the shock had been received he sunk. 


In our foreign intelligence of last 
week a case of rupture of the splenic 
vein from a kick on the abdomen was 
given; bat the hemorrhage that oc- 
curred then appeared to follow rather 
as the remote than the immediate ef- 
fect of the injury. 


No operations have heen performed 
here or at St. Thomas’s Hospital, this 
week of importance. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Tne following case is Y 
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Sept. 9th.—Wm. Fairchild, a boy 
zt. 12, admitted about six p.m. He 
had been knocked down by a cart, 
the wheels of which, it was said, had 
passed over the belly. On being 
placed iu bed, and examined, his 
symptoms were as follows: his pulse 
was 58, very weak and intermitting ; 
he was tolerably sensible, and com- 
plained of a violent pain over the 
floating ribs. After a short time his 
countenance became livid, his res- 
piration difficult and oppressed; the 
pulse, however, was still unaltered. 
On his first admissica he was or- 
dered : 

Enema commune statim—et appli- 

cantur Hirudines xii. abdomini. 
He afterwards had : 

RL. Mist. Camphore 

Infus. Senne, aa, 5vi. 

Magnesia Sulphatis. 3ii. statim. 

10th. His bowels had not been open. 
There was great tenderness of the ab- 
domen, which was frequently fo- 
mented. Tongue furred. Pulse quick, 
rather full, 104, and intermitting. He 
was ordered to have the following: 

R. Ol, Ricini, 3ii. 

Infus. Senna, 5viii. 

Sulph. Magnesia, §ii. 

Aque Hordei, 5vi. fiat Enema, 

Et Capiatur, 

Calomelanos, gr. j. 

Ext. Colocynth Co. gr. vi. 

Conf, Opiat. q. s. 

Fiant. pilule statim sumende, 
et repetend@ post horas qua- 
tuor si opus fuerit, 

Afterwards he had an indifferent 
stool, and the enema was repeated in 
the evening ; pills also repeated. 

Et Capiatur—Haust. Tart. Sode 

Te Re 

un? Passed a restless night, with 
great pain and tenderness of the epi- 
gastric region, and vomited twice a 
stercoraceous matter. This morning 
there is great pain and tenderness of 
the abdomen, whiclr is also tense. His 





and although, perhaps, somewhat in- 
explicable, may still be deserving the 
attention of our readers, The open- 
ing symptoms would, we think, have 
justified the conclusion, that some im- 
pee viscus (the liver, for instance) 
ad been ruptured. Whatever be the 


Precise nature of the injury, the a 
toms of the case are here faithfully 
recorded, : 





bowels have not been well opened by 
the pills and enemeta exhibited ; his 
skin is hot and dry; tongue furred ; 
respiration difficult, oppressed, and 
hurried; pulse wiry and intermitting, 
about 110. 
Mr. Joperns ordered— 
V.S, ad 3xvi. 
Emp. cantharidis pectori, et enema 
¢ mmune statim, 
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12. Respiration difficult ;. pain in; 


the abdomen diminished ; bowels open | 
last night; pulse abont 100, rather 
fail. Since his admission, has made | 
‘ water with great difficulty ; has oc- 
casionally taken linseed tea; this 
morning, however, he voided a pint of | 
urine. 

Capiatur—Huaust. Tart. sode p. r. | 
n. ut. hort. 

R. £xt. Colocynthidis comp. gr. vi. 

Hydrargyri submuriatis, gr. ii. 
saponis gr. Vi. a. 8. fiat pil. ii. 

Statim et post Atas horas repe 
tend@ si omus sit. 

13. Pulse about 100, jerking; re- 
spiration less difficult; bowels not open 
since yesterday ; painin the abdomen 
much less. He now, however, com- 
plains of pain under the inferior angle 
of the right scapula ; tongue furred. 

Capiatur. 

Magnes. sulph. >iii. 

Ex. Aq. menthe vind. 3. statim. 

14. Bowels open; skin more natu- 
ral; has no pain in the abdomen, but 
still complains of pain over the shoul- 
der and clavicle of the right side; 
tongue tolerably clean; pulse 85; 
makes water freely. 

15th. Pulse 100, jerking; respi- 
ration difficult; bowels open, and 
makes water freely; skin hot and 
dry; tongue furred; paifi in the 
shoulder diminished. 

App. Emp. Cantharidis sterno et 
Capiatur Haust. Tart. sode ut 
antea. 

16. Bowels open last night; not 
open to-day; difficulty of lying on 
either side ; skin hot ; respiration best 
on the back; makes water freely. 
Pergat medicaminibus. 

19. Pulse 80, weak; botvels open 
twice. Complained yesterday and 
to-day of pain over the spine of the 
ilium on the left side. Tongue rather 
furred ; skin hot; respiration rather 
difficult. Yesterday he had decoct. 
aloes co. 3}. statim, 

20. To-day he is rather better ; 
slept well last night ; respiration more 
free ; bowels open. On coughing or 
turning suddenly, feels a pain in his 
left side. Pain over the spine of the 
ilium diminished. Pergat medica- 
minibus. 

22. Pulse about 60, rather irregu- 
lar ; skin more natural ; bowels open; 
little or no pain in the side, 
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25. Pulse still small and irregular, 
abont 50; in other respects the same.” 

From this period he had no ‘bad 
symptoms. 


Case of sloughing of the extensor tendons 
of the Fingers, followed by Locked Jaw. 


Wm. Waddington, a healthy mus- 
cular man, xt. 42, admitted Oct. 29th, 
| with a deep wound across the back of 
| the three first fingers, produced by a 
| rough-edged instrument. The parts 

were brought together by adhesive 
| plaster, and secured in the ordinary 
| way by a roller. 


Nov. 2. Hand much swollen ; tongue 
furred; skin hot and dry ; pulse fre- 
/ quent. The wound has not united, is 
| dark and unhealthy, and apparently 
| disposed to slough. Ordered a poul- 
| tice, and the peruvian dressing, and 
a purge in the morning. 

5th. Swelling on the back of the 
hand considerably increased, and 
slonghing of the integuments of the 
index finger. A linseed poultice, made 
with the liq. plambi acetatis dilutus, 
aud opium, was ordered to be applied, 
and calomel gr. ii. opii grt. ss. to be 
given him at bed-time, and in the 
morning Haust. sennz co. 3ii. 

7th. Back of the hand of a livid 


colour; erysipelatous inflammation 
spreading up the arm to the shoulder. 
In the more tumid part of the hand a 
flactuation may be noticed. Pulse 100. 


8th. The inflammation is much 
less, the hand is more livid, and the 
fluctuation more distinct ; pulse 90. 
A lotion, made with spirits of wine, 
liquor. ammoniz acetatis, and water, 
was ordered to be applied to the arm 
and shoulder, anda See of house me- 
dicine to be given the patient. 

9th. The abscess op the back of 
the hand was opened, and a copious 
discharge of good pus ensued. Inte- 
guments covering the finger insensi- 
ble to touch. The arnt, however, is 
less swollen; ordered Haust, senna 
co. statim. 

10th. Inflammation mach reduced. 
The whole of the integuments cover- 
ing the abscess (which were sphace- 
lated) removed, and much pus dis- 
eharged ; by this operation the exten- 
sor tendons were exposed. The pulse 
is 120, and full; tongue furred ; skin 
hot and dry. 
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Mr. Bert ordered him the follow- 
ing pills: 

R. Extract. Cinchone, gr. iii. 
Ammenie Subcarbonatis, gr. ij ss. 
Opii. gr.ss. fiat pilula 3tiis horis 

sumenda, 

Et Capiatur. 

wt. Colocynth. Co. gr. x. lr. 8. 
lth. We find, from the nurse, that 
the pills were omitted during the 
sight ; the heat of skin, and the fever- 
ish restlessness having been much in- 
creased by their exhibition. 

13. The granulations are scarlet, 
the surface is clean, and good pus is 
secreted. 

Capiatur—Extracti Cinchone, gr. x. 
et Vini Rubri, 3j. quartis horis. 
15th. » The wound has lost some- 
thing of its former healthy character, 
ad the discharge has considerably 
diminished. The patient complains 
of an uneasy sensation at the root 
of the tongue, the usual motions of 
which are not now performed with 
the former facility. He swallows solids 
with great difficulty; stiffness at the 
angles of the jaws. A lotion of the 
titrate of silver, in the proportion of 
agrain to un ounce of water, was 
odeved to be applied to the wound, 
and four grains of calomel to be given 

him at night. 

16. Pulse natural; tongue moist; 
the mouth. more closed than yester- 
day; no pain in the head or neck ; 
bowels n; urine good. Ordered, 
int dipped in tr. opii to the wound. 

R. Opit, gr. ii. 

Camphorae, gr.iss.—fiat pilula— | 
ter die sumenda. | 

Et Capiantur. 

_ FVinirubri, vi. quotidie. 

A small quantity of the following | 
tintment was likewise ordered to be | 
nbbed onm-his throat .at bed-time. 

R. Ung. tabaci. 

Hyd. fort. aa, 5iv.—fiat un- 
guentum. 

Wi. Difficulty of swallowing much 
increased ; pulse 100, and full; pro- 
fuse sweats ; stiffness at the back of | 
the neck ; a wedge is placed between | 
the teeth to prevent their near ap-| 
Poach. To-day Dr. MACMICHAEL was 
alled to the patient, and ordered the 
pills to be given him every two hours, 
ad a drachm of the ointment to be 
nbbed on the throat night and morn- 





i 
| 








ing. Slime and scybala followed an 
enema to-day. 

18. Slight convulsive twitching o 
the les, and lency ; pulse 
110, and vibrating ; incapacity of swal- 
lowing, with considerable agitation 
and cough on its being attempted; 
no power of exposing even the tip of 
his tongue. Same treatment. He 
was afterwards ordered tr. opii 3i- 
omni hora, and the wound to be dress- 
ed with ext. belladoune. 

19. Pulse 133; countenatice clond- 
ed with anxiety and distress. The 
muscles of the abdomen are rigid, 
tense, and occasionally violently af- 
fected with spasm. His articulation 
is good, and the motions of the tongue 
within the month are not much im- 
paired ; he seems, however, ‘to exer- 
cise extreme caution in thrusting it 
beyond the teeth. His attention being 
attracted, produces convulsive action. 
He is easier when up, and leans at a 
considerable angle over a small table, 
and on the approach of the paroxysm 
he presses the muscles of the abdomen 
against it to afford relief. He com- 
plains of occasional spasms, originat- 
ing over the false ribs of the left side 
and reaching the root of the tongue. 
He clears his mouth of the saliva with 
difficulty, but is assisted in this action © 
by diluting it with beef tea. The cold 
affusion and submersion were em- 
ployed, but he died the next day. 

Inspectio Cadaveris. 

The tendonsof the extensor muscles, 
situate in the abscess, were com- 
pletely destreyed, and the matter had 
separated and insinuated itself be- 
tween the muscles on the back of the 
fore-arm to some distance above the 
wrist. The branch of the median 
nerve going to the fore finger was 





| completely destroyed, and the con- 


tiguous branches of others were in- 
flamed. The pia mater was more than 
usually vascular. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Post Mortem Examination of the case 
of Fungoid Testicle, reported at 
p. 287. 

When the testis was laid open, its 
natural structure appeared to be de- 
stroyed; the greatest part of the 
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swelling was made up of nised 
coagulable lymph, in which. weremany 
small cavities. containing a serous 
finid. In one or two of them only was 
there any fongous matter found, so 
that the disease might be said to be 
in its first. stage. The tumour in the 
inguinal canal was found to contain 
a pulpy material, like cream in con- 
sistency, and streaked with blood. 
The lumbar glands were not affetted. 
The lungs were studded with tuber- 
cles on their exterior surface, about 
the size of marbles, which, when laid 
open, were found to contain just the 
same matter as was found in the in- 
guinal tumour. More than three pints 
of serum, were, found in the chest. 
‘The abdominal viscera appeared 
healthy. 

+ We have in this case an example of 
the true fungoid disease of the testicle, | 
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complete. disorganization of the tes. 
ticle in a few weeks, although death 
appearéd‘to have’ been. caused by the 
inflammation excited in the lungs from 
the irritation of the tubercles; the 
scrotum purple in appearance, and 
the general health broken up. The 
disease having extended itself to the 
inguinal glands, excluded the chance 
of any benefit being derived from the 
operation. The inflammation in the 
testicle appeared first to have been of 
a common kind, butit is probable thst 
the state of the general health caused 
that which was at its commencement 
common inflammation to degenerate 
into that ot a malignant character, 
The reason why the tegticle had not 
the pulpy feel usually considered as 
one of the niarks of the fungoid disease 
is, that the patient was carried off by 
inflammation of the chest, whilst the 





liarly hard at its emen t, 


of the testicle was in its firs 





ut not quite so much so as scirrhus ; | 
rapid in its progress, effecting the, 


stage. 








TO SURGEONS, CHEMISTS, &c. 
To be disposed of, under very advantageous circumstances, A SHOP, dc. 


in the above Line, recently fitted up in a handsome style, with every requi- 
site, and stocked in the completest manner. 

The Situation undeniable, the neighbourhood being highly respectable, and 
the thoroughfare equal tu any in Town. 

For Particulars, inquire at No. 5, New-street, Covent-garden. 





CHARLES WRIGHT, Wine Merchant to the Royal Family, Opera Co 
Jomade, Haymarket, has now on Sale the finest Old PORT, 38s. per doz. 
superior SHERRY, 36s. per doz.; and CAPE MADEIRA, lés. per doz 
Two dozen of each of the Pole: Wines, will be well packed in an excellent 
Sherry hogshead, bottles included, by a remittance of 107. or half that 
quantity in hampers, for 5/—Madeira, Vidonia, Calcayella; Lisbon, Monn 
tam, Xc. 42s. per doz. just landed ; Champagne, vintage 1818, first quality 
warranted, 4/. 4s. per doz. ; Maraschino, 15s. 6d. per flask. 

Just imported, FLORENCE OIL, cases of thirty flasks, 2/. 2s. or 1s. 6 
per flaak.—_OLD COGNAC BRANDY, 21s. 6d. and 23s. 6d.; RUM, Ms 
and 15s. 6d. per gallon.—P.S. Fine Old Port, 3s. per bottle, fine Old Sherry, 
3s., and Cape Madeira, excellent, 1s. 6d. per bottle. 

Now landing, a Consignment of PORPFUGAL GRAPES of the first qua 
lity, in the highest periection in jars, from 28 to 30 1b. at 25s. per jar. 

Depot at Sussex-place, Old Kent-road; where the above may be had 4 
the same reduced prices.—EDINBURGH ALE, 12s. per dozen. No credi 
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